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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In this hands-on workshop, students will learn how to apply surface decoration on leather hard clay forms. Using 
a variety of commercial underglazes and studio made slips, underglazes, and glazes we will build a deeper 
understanding of surfaces that will encompass exploring layering, transparency, opacity, color palettes, and 
elements of design. Daily demonstration and presentations will cover traditional surfaces treatments that include 
sgraffito, inlay, stencil, monoprint and resists as well as presentations on historic and contemporary approaches 
to decoration. Through hands on application and one on one guidance students will apply overlap and alter these 
techniques and begin to develop their own sense of color, pattern, and form. To do this we will experiment with 
overlapping surfaces techniques using texture, removal, and resist (wax, paper, and tape) to construct patterned 
surfaces, on leather hard wheel thrown, and hand-built forms, and decorated soft slab forms. Students will be 
encouraged to be experimental in pursuit of a personal approach to developing color palettes and decorative 
techniques and gain a deeper understanding of how to explore visual language through clay. We will be working 
on soft slabs, leather hard tile, wheel thrown and/or hand built sculptural, vessel and functional forms. Students 
will be able to choose their preferred method of forming they want to focus on. Work will be bisque and glaze 
fired based on the pace of work made by students in the class, which will be dependent on the use of class time 
and use of outside of class open studio. We be using a red clay body and glaze firing to 04 and cone 2 in electric 
kilns. Open to all levels.  
 
MATERIALS LIST 

➢ A notebook or sketchbook for taking notes. 
➢ Pencils and other writing and sketching materials . 
➢ 5-10 - 1” Mandalay goat hair hake brushes- https://www.jerrysartarama.com/mandalay-professional-goat-hair-

hake-brushes- $1.75 each  

➢ A few bamboo brushes for wax and decorative painting-Varying sizes if possible. I like to have a size 0, 2, 
and 4. You will want to have a couple of brushes for wax decoration.   

➢ At least 5 small yellow/orange synthetic sponges. This is important. You can cut up a larger sponge as 
well. Make-up sponges can also be useful. 

➢ Slip rail bottles of varying sizes. I like 16 gauge metal tip underglaze trail, but bring different sizes if you 
have them. I will be bringing these for students to use, but bring your own if you might want specific 
colors or other gauge sizes.   

➢ Exacto knife- I like ones with an ergonomic handle.  
➢ Newsprint- any kind will do. We will be using it for paper resist techniques.   
➢ Tools you use for working with clay. Your preference for hand building, throwing, and decorating. Bring 

your stamps, textured fabric, toothbrush, different kinds of brushes for a variety of brushstrokes.   
➢ Bring some blade replacements and a small container to keep new and used blades. 
➢ Inspirational imagery-painters you enjoy, historic pots, textures, patterns, textiles, magazine cut outs, 

shapes for pattern, ect..  
➢ Containers with lids to potentially bring back any additional glaze or slips 
➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 856-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
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MATERIALS FEES: $145 - 300 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

adero@aderowillard.com 
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