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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
River Cane basketry is the most traditional of the Cherokee basketry.  In this class students will explore the 
history of traditional Cherokee Basketry.  The focus of this course will be learning how to create your own river 
cane basket or wall mat, using a combination of traditional and modern-day practices for preparing materials, 
creating designs, and weaving.  Students will experience the entire process of basket making by preparing their 
own materials. They will learn about the various natural plant dyes that are used to achieve coloring for basket 
designs and will learn how to use these native dyes to create beautiful patterns.  Various basket styles and 
patterns will be discussed and displayed.  River cane single woven and double woven basketry will be an option 
for the advanced student basket weavers.  Beginner students may choose to weave a wall mat.  Additional basket 
weaving kits, including dyed splits, will be available for those students unable to prepare enough weaving 
materials to complete their project, and range in price.  Working with river cane is challenging, even for the 
experienced basket weaver, but even I had to start somewhere.   
 
Materials the students should bring include a sharp straight-edged knife for scraping splits, scissors, scraping 
cloth (leather preferred), binder clips and gloves.  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

➢ Knife 
➢ Scissors 
➢ Leather for scraping splits 
➢ Gloves 
➢ Binder clips 
➢ Spray water bottle.  Arrowmont has some to use if you don’t want to bring yours! 
➢ Packing tool for weaving 
➢ Fixed blade (google Case 5” hunter) 
➢ Kitchen or chef scissors 
➢ Good fitting gloves 
➢ Medium or large clips 
➢ Additional river cane basket and mat kits will be available for purchase ranging in price from $75-200. 
➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 865-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $75.00-$225.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

 
marywelchthompson@outlook.com 
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