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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Acid Dyes are by far the best dyes to screen print. They allow you to achieve bright, bold and predictable colors, 
but can only be used on protein and polyamide fabrics such as silk, wool, mohair, cashmere, camel, angora, and 
alpaca. At first this may sound like a drawback but ask any person working with dyes and they will agree that 
these are the best fabrics to be dying with anyway. :)   
During your week at Arrowmont, we will learn how to mix acid dyes while exploring different ways of adding color 
and imagery onto fabric. We will be using a mixture of screens and brushes to print and paint our creations. The 
dyes will be applied to the fabric with a jam like paste, giving you the flexibility to try different applications. I will 
also be sharing my knowledge in color theory, allowing limitless color ways. We will be going over how to mix a 
diverse palette from basic primaries. Dyes are inherently transparent, so we will be playing with how colors 
interact on top of one another. What happens when a hot pink lays on top of a golden yellow? These subtleties 
make printing your own fabric much more of an adventure and exploration.  
Let's all make sure to come to class with drawings/ideas, inspirational books, and FABRIC. Since we are working 
with Acid Dyes we can only print onto proteins (basically anything that comes from an animal) so silk and wool 
are going to be our go-tos. Arrowmont will be providing some fabric in our class kits, but make sure to bring 
anything specific that you have in mind. We will also have access to sewing machines to add any finishing 
touches.   
 
I look forward to meeting you all and exploring the depths of Screen Printing with Acid Dyes.   
Cheers,  
Tabor   
  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

➢ Aurorasilk- wonderful Silks (¼ yard minimum)  
https://aurorasilk.com/wp/product-category/silk-fabrics/ 

➢ Dorrmill- wonderful wool fabric (1 yard minimum)  
https://dorrmillstore.com 

➢ Dharma Trading- they have many pre-hemmed scarves. Just make sure you are getting silk or wool.   
(3 scarves minimum)  https://www.dharmatrading.com  

➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 865-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $175.00-$250.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

 
shilestabor@gmail.com 
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