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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This workshop will cover the process of creating a spiral or straight carved hollow vessel (or bowl). It will include 
the option of making either convex or concave segments on the piece. The process will begin with the creation of 
a hollow vessel (or open bowl) suitable for this project. The vessel/bowl must have the required thickness at the 
lip and base to facilitate this process.  
 
The next step will involve determining the number of segments; for example, the number of segments are greater 
for a straight carved vessel/bowl versus that of a twisted (spiral carved) vessel/bowl. After this step, techniques for 
laying out the lines on the vessel/bowl will be given. Jigs, techniques, and tips for this process will be covered, 
followed by a demonstration of techniques for removing material to create the desired shape for the segments. 
Tips to avoid common mistakes that can create "tear outs" and torn grain also will be shared. Lastly, techniques 
for sanding and finishing, including burn texturing, will be demonstrated. Instructions for how to make collars, 
spouts, feet, and finials also will be presented. 
 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

➢ Any turning tools you already own and can travel with. 
➢ Apron/smock for turning wood 
➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 865-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
The Arrowmont wood studio is well equipped for virtually any type of turning.  We are limited to specific types of 
tools and quantity needed for each class.  If you are a beginning student or are traveling light, we do have tool 
kits that contain basic tools such as:  bowl, spindle and roughing gouges as well as scrapers, skews and parting 
tools.  These kits are for student use. 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $125.00-$175.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
The woodturning lab is one of the most advanced woodturning studios in the country. We are proud to have 
quality lathes for your use, including Vicmarc, Robust, a Robust sit-down lathe, and Jet mini lathes. The spindle 
size for all the full-size lathes is 1 1/4 x 8TPI.  All the lathes come equipped with Vicmarc chucks, drive centers, 
cup centers, steb centers, live centers, and other basic and essential items. The woodturning lab is not equipped 
with extra lathe accessories. You may wish to bring your own, whichever you choose is fine. 
 
The wood studio provides wood for each class as requested by the instructor. Our wood supply is of local 
indigenous woods. If you have access to wood in your area, and would like to bring your own to use or share 
with fellow classmates, please familiarize yourself with laws and regulations in bringing wood across state lines 
before doing so. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has requirements in place to help protect the 
environment locally and nationally that are regulated on federal and/or state levels.  
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If you have any questions concerning the wood studio or tools, please feel free to email Heather Ashworth, wood 
studio technician, at hashworth@arrowmont.org.   
 
 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor. 

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact information for your instructor: 

 
avelinosamuelvi@gmail.com 
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