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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In this workshop, I will be teaching two styles of making gourd art. These include:  

1. Woodburning designs unto a gourd, dying (techniques) and finishing of a gourd. 
2. Stipple carving a designed and dyed gourd. This will be a build up on the first techniques described above. 

  
Students should expect to leave the class with fail-proof fundamentals of gourd art making and at least two 
completed vases or “works” created by themselves.  
On the first day of the workshop, we will talk a little about how the gourd material “behaves” and what to expect 
when working with gourd. We will then go over how to cut, clean and prep the gourds. We will proceed after my 
demonstration to cut, clean and prep the gourds to be used in our first project. We will use the second day to 
design, wood burn, dye and “finish” our first project. If time permits on day two, we will also cut clean and prep 
the gourds for our next project, which will be a carved gourd piece. Either way, we will be starting our final 
carved gourd project on day three and finishing on day 4.  
 
This course is fun, playful and one in which “mistakes” don’t exist. Being a self-taught artist, I realized very 
quickly that “mistakes” or imperfections actually give my work character and extra uniqueness. Students do not 
have to have any experience in any type of art at all to participate. To me, it feels like doing a house chore (that I 
like); very methodical and process oriented. Gourd art is a very involving, functional and endearing kind of 
artwork with unlimited possibilities. What students will learn in this class will equip them to go make whatever 
pleases them with gourds, using the techniques that will be covered.  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 
 Pencil, sharpener and eraser 
 Safety glasses, if you own a pair already that you like 
 Mask for protection against carving dust 
 Disposable  gloves to protect fingers from dye color-optional 
 Woodburner and tips if you already own one and can travel with it. Some machines will be available for 

class if you don’t. If you want to purchase one ahead of time try this one: 
https://arteza.com/dp/wood-burning-tool-
tips?variant_id=33436554954076&utm_content=evergreen&gclid=Cj0KCQiA9OiPBhCOARIsAI
0y71AExPVkX8ry0A1NEUNN9C_UPtfpXUL5Uc29tVY4WJ-KcgnsISKAfxAaArfYEALw_wcB 

 Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
 Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. I f you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 856-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
Students should consider bringing packaging materials (bubblewrap, newsprint, etc.) to transport 
final artwork. Shipping and packing materials will also be available through the supply store should 
you need to mail any items home.  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $50.00-$150.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                           
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If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 
 

240-883-1928 
trustinasabah@yahoo.com 

gourdsbyfafa.com 
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