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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A sense of Place is often used in relation to those characteristics that make a place special or unique, as well as 
to those that foster a sense of authentic human attachment and belonging.  
 
In this workshop, students will create sense of place boxes, homes, and enclosures to capture things, artwork, 
jewelry, memories, found objects and more. Students will create… box and home-like structures that will then be 
transformed through metal work, collage, encaustic, and embellishment into very personal places to hold 
Artwork, found items, personal items, and memories. Students will learn to make their places very unique using 
compartments, cages, doors, windows, utilizing many alternative techniques. Using metalwork, weaving, paints, 
fiber, clay, concrete, encaustic, collage, repurposing, and many surface applications, students will create an array 
of interesting surfaces.  
  
This workshop is packed full of new ideas and directions for many disciplines in Art.  Students can interpret these 
places into Artworks themselves.  We will create places to relay a story, an event, a memory, or specific purpose.  
These unique structures can also be used to house and display art pieces, jewelry, basketry, pottery and more.  
  
Metal work, weaving techniques, and a variety of surface embellishments and design applications will all be 
covered.  Students have the option of applying the techniques to make their boxes but also make jewelry, Paper 
and book Arts, Mixed media and collage, or Sculpture and Basketry.  The focus of the class will be to introduce 
and incorporate low tech metal smith techniques, weaving, paper and collage, encaustic, and a variety of 
surfaces, that can cross over to be used in many disciplines of artwork.  Students will use sheet metals, screens, 
wires, linens, papers, fibers, paints, wax, clay, plaster, natural materials, recycled materials and found objects 
(basically anything) to create their individual artwork.  Nails, nuts and bolts, brads, eyelets, rivets, concrete, wax, 
medium, wire-working techniques will be used for connections in jewelry and alternative surfaces.  Beads, 
hardware store, electronic salvage and recycled items will also be offered to students to explore for surface 
design and parts and pieces for their work.  Students will become comfortable using the propane torch and will 
learn a variety of low-tech metal smith techniques, patinas, encaustic, weaving, surface burnout and more.  This 
course is very individualized and will allow each student to take the techniques and materials offered to pursue 
their desired direction.   Students will make at least 1 sense of place box with options to make many more.   
Students may also make jewelry, sculpture, or other small works of art to put into their boxes.  
  
Keep in mind when deciding what to bring, Students are encouraged to bring bits of stuff.  Person items to be 
used if they want to tell a story with their boxes, also any metal materials, found items and recycled finds would 
be perfect to incorporate.  Repetition is often used in surface design, so bring many of one item to create 
textures and patterns.  Pods, rocks, shells, sticks, and glass are usually free for the gathering and these all work 
well for this class. There will be a wide variety of techniques to learn, and students can choose one or many to 
use and incorporate into their projects during the week.    
  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

➢ Small found metal pieces, plastic, hardware, old jewelry for parts, electronic/industrial items anything that 
speaks to you and your direction in Art  

➢ Sticks, pods, bones, stones, tumbled glass and any items small from nature 
➢ Beads and Embellishments 
➢ Hardware items, nuts washers and bolts, electrical items 
➢ Antique and old small items   
➢ Coins, photos, small memorabilia items 
➢ Papers, Waxed linen, embellishments 
➢ Small amounts of wood for shelves and building homes 



➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 865-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $80.00-$120.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
$80.00 base fee for everyone – this includes handouts, use of torches and shared tools, encaustic materials, 
paints, collage supplies.  Mary will supply all of the materials for one complete sense of place box.  Students may 
buy more and make more during the class and purchase what they need as they progress.  
1 base box, to create with will be pre-made for everyone to start with.  Everyone is encouraged to bring more 
drawers, boxes, extra wood, and their own interesting items of choice.  
  
Mary will have wires, mesh, screen, copper foil, copper sheet and many items for purchase during the class.  
Everything will be individually priced.  
  
Materials – Supplied by instructor - for purchase separately as needed   
Copper – 24-gauge sheeting   
Copper foil - .002 thick  
Mesh and screen – copper, stainless and brass  
Wire – 26, 24-, 20-, 22- and 18-gauge copper and craft  
Annealed steel wire/re-bar wire  
Findings (pin backs/jump rings/ear wires etc.)  
Beads  
Found objects  
Eyelet, eyelet tools and supplies  
Bolts and nut, rivets, brads other cold connection materials  
Papers  
Waxed linen cords, embroidery thread  
Tapestry needles  
Some found items, both natural and metal  
 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

 
maryhetts@gmail.com 
www.maryhetts.com 
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