
Ceramics – Soda Firing and Form    
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Learn how to fire the soda kiln and make forms geared toward atmospheric firing! Over the course of this class, 
students will load, fire, spray soda, unload and discuss the results of the firing. Discussion and demonstrations will 
also cover the thought process of making particular forms for the kiln and what results to expect on the surface of 
those forms. Throughout the workshop, students will throw pieces on the wheel and alter them in different ways. 
Bisque molds will also be made and used to achieve different dish forms. Additionally, there will be an in-depth 
discussion of slips, glazes, wadding, washes, and approach to soda firing. Students should bring 10-20 bisqued 
and slipped pieces of varying size for the firing. More information upon sign up! Course is recommended for 
intermediate to advanced students however, all are welcome. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 

 
➢ Paddle 
➢ Rasp 
➢ Xacto knife 
➢ Plastic and wooden ribs 
➢ Wire tool 
➢ Respirator 
➢ Trimming tools 
➢ Wooden paddle for altering forms (also called a sure form, commonly come with a yellow handle but are 

also sold through “mudtools” website) 
➢ IMPORTANT:  We will be spraying soda ash into the kiln.  The kiln is outside so most of the vapor will 

float up and away.  If you would like to take extra precaution, please bring a respirator that protects 
against vapor. 

➢ Containers with lids to potentially bring back any additional glaze or slips 
➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 856-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $150.00-$225.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

stuartgairceramics@gmail.com 
www.stuartgair.com 
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