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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
In Japanese history, the Boro sensibility celebrates the beauty of imperfection with stitching and honors 
repurposed cloth.  This workshop focuses on how layered cloth construction, along with Boro style mark-making, 
allows for a paradigm shift in both design and construction.  Along with celebrating the imperfect, the organic line 
and making mistakes, this method opens up innovative avenues for construction options, while learning to limit 
one’s color palette.  Compositions will be built on a foundation of duck cloth. Textiles used include scraps, vintage 
blue jeans and repurposed clothing. Students will create small design studies, along with a book of stitches and 
mark making.  Each day starts with a design presentation.  Imperfection is encouraged along with outside of the 
box strategies and approaches.  This workshop blends the meditative quality of Boro stitching, the gratification of 
repurposing materials and the precious commodity of community.   
No machine.  
  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

➢ Pair of old blue jeans—not stretch--optional  
➢ Clothing to cut up--optional  
➢ 3-4 fat quarters  
➢ Straight pins—long ball tipped works well  
➢ Scissors --optional  
➢ Larger needles that fit the thread—chenille needles work well  
➢ Needle threader tool --optional  
➢ Thimble --optional  
➢ Needle grabber --optional  
➢ 1 of each size (5-8-12) 3 balls of Pearl cotton in color of your choice (not embroidery floss) Valdani brand 

is lovely to work with—variegated would be my recommendation 
https://www.valdani.com/product_details/5  

➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 865-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $40.00-$80.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

 
deborahfell@comcast.net 

www.deborahfell.com 
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