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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
I am so excited to work with you in the studio at Arrowmont this summer!  Our time together will focus on 
ceramic foundations in a number of ways: first, we will explore basic (but deceptively subtle!) vessel 
forming techniques, including modified slab/coil building, compressive pinching, and how to make and 
use ring molds.  Second, we will use earthenware clay and a simple surface pallet and minimize 
distractions from the forms we’ll be making.  And third, we’ll aim to use our time and the processes we’re 
learning to ponder cornerstone questions about what we’re making, how best to make it, and why we feel 
compelled to make it.  Hopefully, studio explorations can lead to conversations that bring to light your 
own artistic motivations.    
  
This workshop is intended to advance students looking to develop essential handbuilding techniques, 
and to reorient students who find themselves eager to shake things up a little from their normal studio 
practice.  As a once-dedicated wheel thrower that migrated to handbuilding years ago, I am happy to help 
bridge the two pursuits for artists who primarily use the wheel.  This is an opportunity to try new things 
that can inform your daily routine, all while celebrating exploration and discovery.  
  
While we work in the studio on clay forming techniques and simple surface treatments, we’ll also support 
that with slide talks and conversations, both individually and as a group, about your personal goals as an 
artist.  There are no wrong answers in this class, and everyone is welcome – bring an open mind and be 
prepared to build from the ground up!  

 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

 
➢ Standard clay tools: serrated rib (MudTools long scraper rib, 24 teeth is my favorite), pointed wood tool, 

sharp knife (fettling knife), fine sponge, needle tool, rubber ribs (MudTools Shape 4, yellow and red, are 
best).  

➢ Brushes: 1”-2” wide, like the HAKE BRUSH (BR-BFC3) from Highwater Clays or equivalent, and any 
brushes you are familiar with.   

➢ Containers with lids to potentially bring back any additional glaze or slips 
➢ Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing 
items from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we 
have those materials in stock. Call 856-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
 
 

MATERIALS FEES: $70 - 125 

Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
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Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

 
      eichelbergerclay@gmail.com 
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