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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Students will explore charcoal as the perfect drawing medium for expressive mark making.  Students will develop a personal 

approach with loose and aggressive mark making and a combination of additive and subtractive techniques using charcoal 

and erasers for mark making and developing grounds. While charcoal will be the primary medium, eventually students will be 

encouraged to combine other media such as conte crayon, spray paint, powdered and water-soluble graphite, ink and gesso. 

We will also explore various alternatives to paper. The class will focus upon mark making as it relates to abstraction and later 

students may opt to explore the different ways these same techniques can be applied to observational drawing for a 

provocative and beautiful fusion of abstraction and realism.   All levels are welcome. 

 
MATERIALS LIST 

➢ Canson, Ca ’Grain, Heavyweight 111 lb., 18 x 24 pad of 20 sheets (a prolific student might want a 2nd pad) 
➢ Art Alternatives, Charcoal 12 stick box Compressed Charcoal  
➢ 1 or 2 cans, Krylon Workable Fixative (or unscented aerosol hairspray) 

➢ White PVC Eraser  
➢ 1 roll of Blue Painters Tape or Drafting low stick tape 
➢ Kneaded Eraser  
➢ Factis Black Magic Eraser 

➢ Jar of General’s Pure Powdered Charcoal 6oz or smaller 
➢ Jar of General’s Pure Powdered Graphite 6oz or smaller 
➢ Art Graf or Lyra, Water Soluble Graphite Crayon and or Block 

➢ YUPO, 74lb 9” x 12” pad, of 10 sheets  
➢ Soft rags (old T-shirts) 
➢ Can of Flat Black Aerosol Paint 
➢ 2 boxes of 12, ¾” binder clips from an office supply store for hanging finished drawings. 

ELECTIVE NOT REQUIRED: 
Assorted brushes for ink, acrylic paint and gesso. A Drafting brush, or just a large brush for dusting away debris.  
Black Acrylic Paint. White Conte Crayon. Gesso or White Acrylic Paint. Higgins Black Magic Waterproof Drawing Ink. Any 

additional materials or tools one might already have that might be desirable for drawing, rulers, smudge sticks, a drafting 
brush, etc.... *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week). Flash drive (to protect 
and save data to and from Library computers).  

 
The Supply Store has a small selection of materials for all mediums. If you intend on purchasing items 
from the store once you arrive on campus, please reach out to our supply store to ensure we have 
those materials in stock. Call 856-436-5860 Ext. 25 or email store@arrowmont.org  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $ 45 - 95 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the studio by the 
entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class basis and may vary from 

class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in the class. Material fees are paid on 
the last day of class.  

Please be advised that the above course description and materials list is written and approved by 
the instructor.                                             
 

If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 
 

painter@uab.edu   
www.GaryChapmanart.com 
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