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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
We'll start out by exploring a few examples of artist books, comics, graphic novels, and dioramas where artists 

have incorporated collage and/or found objects to tell a personal story. We will then look at and practice a range 
of bookbinding structures and their variations: pamphlets, web stitch with a case, drumleaf, accordion, and other 
structures as needed. We will also learn boxmaking skills, looking at how to tell a story through a multi-panel 
diorama. In addition, we'll learn several hand printing techniques (no press required), using stencils and image 
transfers. All the while, we'll focus on taking advantage of found materials, intervening and engaging with 
existing narratives to create new ones and to shift their context/meaning. Students will then synthesize a 
combination of the techniques and concepts we've learned to create their own mixed-media-memoir, a narrative 
visual work using sequence and found materials to tell an autobiographical story. Recommended reading: What It 
Is by Lynda Barry, My Favorite Thing Is Monsters by Emil Ferris, The Book of Ruth by Robert Seydel, Everywhere 

Antennas by Julie Delporte, Belonging by Nora Krug, Dictee by Theresa Hyak Kung Cha. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

 OLFA or *X-Acto mat knife and *blades 
 *Bone folder or Teflon folder 
 *Awl 
 *Pencil 
 *Scissors 
 1-2” cheap *bristle brush for glue (flat or round, from hardware store is fine) 

 UHU *glue stick 
 Collage materials (magazines, postcards, books, past writings and artwork, etc.) and any found three-

dimensional materials – anything you feel drawn to 
 *Colored pencils/acrylic, gouache, or watercolor *paints, India or sumi *inks, markers, or any other 

drawing/painting materials you like 
 8" triangle (preferably metal) 
 Any decorative papers you like 
 *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
 *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
In accordance to Arrowmont’s COVID-19 policies, Arrowmont recommends that all students bring multiple face 
coverings in accordance to the CDC guidelines (2-ply, cloth face covering). Along with additional masks, students 
should consider bringing additional PPE that they may need personally, including but not limited to hand 
sanitizers and gloves. When asked to bring a respirator or N95 for class, please consider the best option for the 

supply in your area with health care workers in mind.  
 
In addition to the new operating policies due to COVID-19, Arrowmont is providing additional information to 
students about materials and tools that will be provided in classrooms. If a student already owns the below items 
and can travel with them, the student can choose to bring these additional items. Arrowmont will provide these 
items to students but wants to ensure that all students feel comfortable while on campus as some of these items 
will be shared amongst a class and are not guaranteed to be one per student. 
  
    SUPPLIES 

o Linen binding thread #20 



o Container to hold glue 
o Stapler 

o Please see highlighted above 
  

If a student chooses to mail tools and supplies to Arrowmont prior to the class, the packages will be placed in the 
student’s classroom. 
  
Please label packages clearly, including student’s name and class week. 
 Students can mail packages to: 
  
Arrowmont 
C/O Student Name and Class Week 
556 Parkway 

Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$120.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

Runkle.matt@gmail.com 
www.matt-runkle.com 

 


