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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
We will begin our class by learning the basics of wire armature creation using annealed wire and plyers to create 
organic forms. The shaped forms will serve as the structure upon which we will stretch the hog intestines. 
Students will learn how to use hog intestine in a sculptural way by layering the membrane on the forms. Once the 
gut is dry, it becomes a transparent surface to build on using layers of fabric, paper and encaustic wax.  
 
Participants may bring in personal ephemera such as small buttons, thread, bits of fabric such as dyed or rusted 
silk organza or old handwritten letters to embed in between layers of the gut creating a more expressive narrative 
piece. 
Students will be able to advance on to making multiple forms, and/or bifurcated forms.  
 
Please be aware that students in this course will be working with animal gut. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

Ø Various small hand held plyers that are comfortable to use for long periods of time. The best I’ve used are 
what jewelers use and are available in craft stores. Try to find them with a spring action that will open 
easily as you work. Students will need a *round nose, a *needle nose with teeth to grip the wire and one 
to cut the wire. These can usually be purchased together as a kit. These can also be shared but it’s nicer 
to have a set for each.  

                                      
Ø *scissors  
Ø a bowl for holding gut  
Ø a couple of old hand towels  
Ø *paint brushes for using with gel medium (any kind is fine they will get ratty) 
Ø *natural hair paint brushes for using encaustic medium 
Ø A couple of paper *plates for matte medium  
Ø Wire: at least 2 rolls of ^19 gauge dark annealed steel wire in small rolls of 100 ft. ^The dark annealed is 

important to getting the rusting look. Other wires will work but they will have a different look. Copper or 
galvanized steel will work with different results. The gauge is important because this is the size that can 
be worked with the hands but also hold its shape when the gut starts to dry and shrink. Wire will be 
available for purchase from instructor. 

Ø *Hand lotion is good to have since the gut is salty and hands can get dry.  
Ø Wooden base(s). These can be various shapes and sizes from the craft store or even better – a small tree 

limb cut down into disks. Whatever makes sense but the organic nature of the branches would be nice. 
I’ve also used pieces of driftwood or large animal bones. Students may opt to not have a base too. (see 
photo)  

Ø Optional: Participants may bring in personal ephemera such as small buttons, thread, bits of fabric such as 
dyed or rusted silk organza or old handwritten letters to embed in between layers of the gut creating a 
more expressive narrative piece. Advanced students can create multiple forms and move on to bifurcated 
shapes.  



Ø If you have your own griddle and heat gun that you want to bring, you can do so. These will also be 
available in the studio for student use. 

Ø *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
Ø *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
In accordance to Arrowmont’s COVID-19 policies, Arrowmont recommends that all students bring multiple face 
coverings in accordance to the CDC guidelines (2-ply, cloth face covering). Along with additional masks, students 
should consider bringing additional PPE that they may need personally, including but not limited to hand 
sanitizers and gloves. When asked to bring a respirator or N95 for class, please consider the best option for the 
supply in your area with health care workers in mind.  
 
In addition to the new operating policies due to COVID-19, Arrowmont is providing additional information to 
students about materials and tools that will be provided in classrooms. If a student already owns the below items 
and can travel with them, the student can choose to bring these additional items. Arrowmont will provide these 
items to students but wants to ensure that all students feel comfortable while on campus as some of these items 
will be shared amongst a class and are not guaranteed to be one per student. 
  
    SUPPLIES 

o Please see highlighted above 
  
If a student chooses to mail tools and supplies to Arrowmont prior to the class, the packages will be placed in the 
student’s classroom. 
  
Please label packages clearly, including student’s name and class week. 
 Students can mail packages to: 
  
Arrowmont 
C/O Student Name and Class Week 
556 Parkway 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
 
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $45.00-$115.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

916-494-0690 
leslie@lesliekpearson.com 
www.lesliekpearson.com 

 


