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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Production Techniques for Art Jewelers 
Want to create a cohesive line of handmade work, but struggling with just how to do it? Do you like to create one 

particular thing, but want to build it out into a line for others to buy and cherish? 
This course will help you create a small line of jewelry ( 2-3 earrings, a bracelet, a pendant and/or brooch) using a 
very limited number of shapes, adding things to the process, such as found metal objects and what otherwise 
would be discarded metal shapes. This small collection of work can be used to build out more jewelry using this 
technique. We can explore adding texture to the shapes using a rolling mill and other unique techniques. 
Creating multiples or building out a line of goods can seem overwhelming, but doesn’t need to be. Using a limited 
amount of materials we will begin the process of making a line specifically for production, that is making repeats 
of the work.  
The most important thing is to have whatever design you would like on a sheet, several sizes and have it repeat 

several times on the sheet. The simpler the shape/design, the better. We will build up the work and change it to 
create different items. This will be the easiest part of the process, as I will be providing shapes for you to choose 
from, so we all start from the same place (you will be surprised as to how a slight change in something changes a 
design altogether! 
Once we create more designs using design development, sketching out what designs will work and will not work in 
terms of repeated production work, we begin the process of creating more work! 
Finishing items will include the use of chain, handmade or provided by the instructor, making closures or using 
bought findings.  
 
 

MATERIALS LIST 
 

⮚ *Brass sheet (up to 6x12 inches) - 20 gauge (the student can also opt for sterling silver or copper sheet) 

⮚ *Brass sheet (up to 6x12 inches) - 22 gauge (the student can also opt for sterling silver or copper sheet) 

⮚ *18 gauge round brass wire (the student can also opt for sterling silver or copper wire) - 1 spool, if silver, 
approx 6-10 feet 

⮚ *16 gauge round brass wire (the student can also opt for sterling silver or copper wire) - 1 spool, if silver, 
approx 6-10 feet 

⮚ Brass rod - 18 gauge  

⮚ *Drill bits slightly larger than 18 gauge wire  

⮚ *Drill bits slightly larger than 16 gauge wire 

⮚ *optional mounted buff set - 10 piece set 

⮚ *split mandrels  

⮚ silver solder (I prefer medium solder for an entire project, but this is entirely up to the student) 

⮚ paste flux of your choice 

⮚ *Silicone wheels (up to the maker’s preference)  

⮚ *sandpaper of your choice 

⮚ drawings/repeats of work on paper (so we can make duplicates of the work)  

⮚ *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 

⮚ *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
 

All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 

 



In accordance to Arrowmont’s COVID-19 policies, Arrowmont recommends that all students bring multiple face 
coverings in accordance to the CDC guidelines (2-ply, cloth face covering). Along with additional masks, students 
should consider bringing additional PPE that they may need personally, including but not limited to hand sanitizers 

and gloves. When asked to bring a respirator or N95 for class, please consider the best option for the supply in 
your area with health care workers in mind.  
 
In addition to the new operating policies due to COVID-19, Arrowmont is providing additional information to 
students about materials and tools that will be provided in classrooms. If a student already owns the below items 
and can travel with them, the student can choose to bring these additional items. Arrowmont will provide these 
items to students but wants to ensure that all students feel comfortable while on campus as some of these items 
will be shared amongst a class and are not guaranteed to be one per student. 
  

    SUPPLIES 
o Saw frame and saw blades 
o Pliers 
o Files 
o Hammers  
o Any jewelry tools you own already and may want to travel with 
o Flex shaft attachments 
o Findings  

o Sterling silver supplies, if you choose to work in this metal 
o Please see highlighted above 

  
If a student chooses to mail tools and supplies to Arrowmont prior to the class, the packages will be placed in the 
student’s classroom. 
  
Please label packages clearly, including student’s name and class week. 
 Students can mail packages to: 
  

Arrowmont 
C/O Student Name and Class Week 
556 Parkway 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $30.00-$80.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the studio 
by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class basis 

and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in the 
class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

alicia@linguanigra.com 
www.linguanigra.com 

 
 

mailto:alicia@linguanigra.com
http://www.linguanigra.com/

