
Fiber    
Julia Gartrell 
August 1-7, 2021 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This class will explore the art of creative repair.  We will comprehensively cover textile mending including hand 
sewing, machine sewing, and various approaches to “non-traditional repair” (often this will mean using a 
technique or material that would not be considered the “proper” choice but may have a conceptual or sentimental 
relationship to the mending process).  Techniques covered will include darning, patching, applique, weaving, yarn 
and knotting skills, embroidery and beyond. Students will be encouraged to experiment with techniques they 
already know, share what they are exploring, and try to use these skills in innovative ways.   We will explore 
visible mending (i.e. repairs that are beautiful in their own right and aren’t meant to be hidden) and consider 
conceptual possibilities of repair.  Why would we want to repair rather than replace something in the first place? 
What counts as “broken”? Why do we often hang onto broken sentimental items, and are there ways to repair or 
reimagine objects so that they are as meaningful or more meaningful than when left unrepaired? The class will 
also include mixed media materials, such as gluing, inlay, and additional fiber techniques.  These will be 
incorporated as time and interest allow.  This class will be focused on repair but also driven by the needs and 
interests of the class members. Students are encouraged to bring their own objects and textiles that are in need 
of repair, and we will investigate the campus for creative mending opportunities.  Preferably these items will be 
textiles, ceramics, or small personal accessories that can be mended and elaborated upon by using the 
techniques we learn in class.  Julia will bring her mobile repair shop--housed in a vintage camper--to demonstrate 
further sculptural mending possibilities.  Her camper is a fully functional repair shop, museum, and educational 
experience; if the class is interested we can host events incorporating the camper, repairing items on campus or 
in town, or things that have been donated by others. Open to all skill levels. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

Ø Please bring items that are damaged or broken that you are interested in repairing.  This could include but 
is not limited to clothing, quilts, ceramics, tools (non-electrical), toys, etc. Keep in mind that much of the 
“repair” we will pursue in this class is of a decorative and/or sculptural manner; we are not necessarily 
aiming to fix things back to their original condition. We are thinking of repair as an artistic intervention in 
which the act of mending is as important as the final result. ((Please reach out if you have questions 
about what to bring, and also know that you’ll learn plenty of useful technique that can be practiced on 
less precious items!)) 

Ø Cloth, thread, yarn, *embroidery floss, string, *thin metal wire, etc.  that you are interested in using 
(there will also be a class stash that you are welcome to use if you don’t have these materials to bring) 

Ø *Hand sewing needles if you own them  
Ø *Sharp scissors 
Ø *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
Ø *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
In accordance to Arrowmont’s COVID-19 policies, Arrowmont recommends that all students bring multiple face 
coverings in accordance to the CDC guidelines (2-ply, cloth face covering). Along with additional masks, students 
should consider bringing additional PPE that they may need personally, including but not limited to hand 
sanitizers and gloves. When asked to bring a respirator or N95 for class, please consider the best option for the 
supply in your area with health care workers in mind.  
 
In addition to the new operating policies due to COVID-19, Arrowmont is providing additional information to 
students about materials and tools that will be provided in classrooms. If a student already owns the below items 
and can travel with them, the student can choose to bring these additional items. Arrowmont will provide these 



items to students but wants to ensure that all students feel comfortable while on campus as some of these items 
will be shared amongst a class and are not guaranteed to be one per student. 
  
    SUPPLIES 

o Darning mushroom 
o Hot glue gun and sticks 
o Thin wire 
o Pliers 
o Please see highlighted above 

  
If a student chooses to mail tools and supplies to Arrowmont prior to the class, the packages will be placed in the 
student’s classroom. 
  
Please label packages clearly, including student’s name and class week. 
 Students can mail packages to: 
  
Arrowmont 
C/O Student Name and Class Week 
556 Parkway 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $20.00-$60.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

jcgartrell@gmail.com 
www.juliagartrell.com 


