
Encaustic/Mixed Media    
Julie Belcher 
August 15-21, 2021 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

CANDY IN WAX PAPER – Printmaking with Encaustic 

 
Encaustic is a versatile medium with many creative applications – in this workshop we will combine this ancient 
painting technique to encase original paper monotypes in melted beeswax. We will begin with some basic relief 
printmaking that can be applied with or without a press on various art papers plus overprints on found collage 
materials from your own ephemera collection. These unique prints will feature antique letterpress fonts as 
texture, pattern and letterforms. Using these manipulated papers with simple but effective encaustic technique 
we will adhere to wooden canvas and build up layers of wax and paper. Pushing and pulling with translucency 
and opacity can amplify depth especially when using certain papers that disappear into the medium leaving the 
printed ink floating above the imagery below. If you have a stash of different kinds of art supplies this is a good 

workshop to use a few – see optional materials below. This will be a fast paced workshop since we want to get in 
printmaking and encaustic demos and have plenty of hands on time to test and combine these in your own 
pieces.  
 
Please contact me with any questions - Julie@Pioneer-House.com 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

 Assortment of Uncoated Absorbent *Papers: Some plain white or ivory paper that is slightly larger than 

the wooden boards you are bringing to work with, 20+ plain sheets – sketchbook, printmaking, rice, 
mulberry or bamboo sheets. Also bring a variety of other papers to overprint, collage and embed, plain 

white tissue paper, old maps, sewing pattern paper, old book pages etc. Light tones of paper are 
preferable as kraft or dark papers will get murky when coated in wax. If you want to embed quotes, 
poems, stories bring printouts with you as we will not be able to typeset small text in this class. There is a 
library on campus and you can also make printouts or copies there. Avoid glossy or coated sheets like slick 
magazine pages. 

 Wooden *Boards~Minimum of 8 smooth wooden substrates which can be anything from thin plywood to 

cradled art boards like Ampersand unprimed basswood or Encausticbord. Size should be around 8x10 to 
12x12 or anything between. Cheap Joes has good prices on their brand of unprimed wooden panels and 
come in packs and ¼” birch plywood also works well. Everyone will receive small sample boards to try 
techniques on.  

 *Encaustic Medium~2 pounds minimum - white filtered beeswax with damar. If you need more you can 

purchase at the supply store or instructor. 
 *Encaustic Colors~ R&F or Enkaustikos brands are both dense pigmented paints. 3-4 colors to use and 

mix other colors from plus a white, a little goes a long way and we will mix with encaustic medium to thin. 

Enkaustikos has sets of “Hot Sticks” in assorted color packs or 40ml “Wax Snaps”. R&F bricks in 40ml size 
are excellent. If you are a beginner there are R&F starter kits for under $100. Additional colors in the 
supply store or from instructor if you want to branch out 

 *Glue: at least 8oz PVA acid free 

 Stiff metal blade putty knife 
 *Xacto knife & *Scissors   

 *Painters tape 

 *Brushes Natural Bristles Only: 6-8 chip brushes ½” and 1” size/A Hake brush that is 2”/A small detail 

brush.  (Synthetic brushes will melt) Short handled brushes are better if you can find them.  
 Several small metal tins to melt wax colors into, clean unlined tuna, or cat food cans work 
 Heat gun or embossing gun: some will be provided but feel free to bring your own or an Iwatani torch 

with butane canister 



 *Flat single edge razor blades and a holder 

 *Pottery cleanup tools: pin tool and a loop for scraping 

 Small tubes of *oil paint and/or oil based pigment sticks: 2 or 3 different colors (a light and a dark color).  

 Roll of Wax Paper 
SAFETY 

 If you bring implements from your kitchen they cannot be used again for food & will become part of your 
art studio. We will be working with oil based materials and solvents so an apron is recommended. 
Disposable gloves will be provided. We will be heating and melting so - no synthetic brushes, acrylic 

paints, crayons, candles or plastic please. Bring a water bottle or insulated mug to keep yourself hydrated.  
OPTIONAL 

 Drawing and marking tools for wax, examples wood cut gouges, pencil, a nut cracker picking tool, sewing 
pin wheel, or anything that you can make a mark into wax 

 Small Gel plate: I will bring a few to experiment with if you don’t want to purchase one *for the purpose 
of this class we would use oil based pigment sticks with the Gel plate – not acrylics 

 *Watercolor paint and an extra brush dedicated to watercolor 

 Mylar *stencils 

 Pan Pastels & applicators 
 *Colored pencils 
 *Brayer 
 *Baron 

 *Palette knife 
 *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
 *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
In accordance to Arrowmont’s COVID-19 policies, Arrowmont recommends that all students bring multiple face 

coverings in accordance to the CDC guidelines (2-ply, cloth face covering). Along with additional masks, students 
should consider bringing additional PPE that they may need personally, including but not limited to hand 
sanitizers and gloves. When asked to bring a respirator or N95 for class, please consider the best option for the 
supply in your area with health care workers in mind.  
 
In addition to the new operating policies due to COVID-19, Arrowmont is providing additional information to 
students about materials and tools that will be provided in classrooms. If a student already owns the below items 
and can travel with them, the student can choose to bring these additional items. Arrowmont will provide these 
items to students but wants to ensure that all students feel comfortable while on campus as some of these items 
will be shared amongst a class and are not guaranteed to be one per student. 

  
    SUPPLIES 

o Disposable gloves 
o Plastic or wooden burnisher 
o Heated griddle, if you already own and can travel with. Arrowmont does have one available per 

each student. 
o Brayer 
o Baron 
o Palette knife 

o Please see highlighted above 
  
If a student chooses to mail tools and supplies to Arrowmont prior to the class, the packages will be placed in the 
student’s classroom. 
  
Please label packages clearly, including student’s name and class week. 

 Students can mail packages to: 



  
Arrowmont 
C/O Student Name and Class Week 

556 Parkway 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $100.00-$185.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              

 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

413 S Gay St 
Knoxville, TN 37902 

julie@pioneer-house.com 
www.pioneer-house.com/ 
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