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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
This workshop will focus on the creative applications of light and color through the traditions of Cloisonné 
enameling.  Projects will begin with instruction on foundational Cloisonné techniques, but students will be 
encouraged to experiment with materials and develop their own visual language. 
 
You will be creating enameled cabochons/objects according to your own design aesthetics, which can then be 
used outside of the workshop in a setting for wearable jewelry or sculpture. Using basic color theory as our 
starting point, we will discuss how to create new colors and the illusion of depth in your pieces by layering 
different transparent, opaque, and opalescent hues together.  
 
Polishing and grinding your pieces into a sleek piece of artwork is the last step in this process, and the results are 
brilliant and luminous. In addition to the cloisonné process itself, we will also discuss your concepts and 
aesthetics, and with my guidance you will create a piece(s) that represents a refinement of your enameling skills, 
patience, and a deeper knowledge of the design-thinking process.  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Any tools and leftover materials from previous metalsmithing/jewelry workshops (especially any 
copper/fine silver sheet, sterling wire/jewelry findings you may wish to use, or copper scrap to use as test 
tiles) 

! 12 small CLEAR plastic or glass jars that have a SCREW TOP lid; can find these at most craft stores or 
amazon, usually in the beading section. Lids that simply pop on and off tend to leak and spill enamel.  

! You may wish to consider some containers to travel with/mail back any extra enamels you wish to bring 
home. Clean and empty pill bottle work well, as do small jars for beads. Small ziploc bags work as well 
and save space. 

! FINE TIP paintbrush, SABLE hair, size 3/0; can find these at most craft stores, or purchase through 
Thompson Enamel. 

! Extra Fine Tip Sharpie (black) 
! *A pen/pencil to take notes and draw in sketchbook 
! Palette for enamels; can find at any craft store or purchase through amazon (common paint palette) 
! *A sturdy work apron (i.e. thick cotton, canvas, leather, etc.) 
! Reliable closed-toe shoes 
! Students should bring any source materials that are aesthetically pleasing or have personal significance; 

for example specimens from the natural environment near their homes, old postcards, fabric, etc. and 
together we will use these items as design inspiration.  If you don't feel comfortable bringing an item 
(maybe it is very delicate and doesn't travel well) feel free to take some high quality photos instead 

! *One notebook/*sketchbook 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! Dust Mask (3M N95 PREFERRED) NO MASKS WITH PLASTIC FILTERS ON FRONT.  
! Enamels contain small amounts of hazardous materials. It is recommended to use a particle dust mask 

(3M N95, KN95, or rated equivalent). The masks can be purchased from Amazon, or you may also find 
them at your local hardware store. 
 
 

All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  



 
 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
 
In accordance with Arrowmont’s COVID-19 policies, Arrowmont recommends that all students bring multiple face 
coverings in accordance with the CDC guidelines (2-ply, cloth face covering, N95 preferred). Along with additional 
masks, students should consider bringing additional PPE that they may need personally, including but not limited 
to hand sanitizers, cleaning wipes, and gloves. When asked to bring a respirator or N95 for class, please consider 
the best option for the supply in your area with health care workers in mind.  
 
In addition to the new operating policies due to COVID-19, Arrowmont is providing additional information to 
students about materials and tools that will be provided in classrooms. If a student already owns the below items 
and can travel with them, the student can choose to bring these additional items. Arrowmont will provide these 
items to students but wants to ensure that all students feel comfortable while on campus as some of these items 
will be shared amongst a class and are not guaranteed to be one per student. 
  
    SUPPLIES 

o Safety glasses 
o Dust mask (N95 preferred, for protection against both heavy metal/carcinogens and Covid) 
o Nitrile/latex gloves 
o Basic jewelry hand tools (saw frame, pliers, tweezers, files, etc.) 

 
If a student chooses to mail tools and supplies to Arrowmont prior to the class, the packages will be placed in the 
student’s classroom. 
  
Please label packages clearly, including student’s name and class week. 
 
 Students can mail packages to: 
  
Arrowmont 
C/O Student Name and Class Week 
556 Parkway 
Gatlinburg, TN 37738 
 
 
MATERIALS FEES:  
 
INSTRUCTOR FEE: $20-$25   
Some materials will be provided by the instructor, students will pay instructor directly (cash or card) 
 
STUDIO MATERIALS FEES: $50-$75 
Typical class fees range from $50 to $75 per student, but depending on the amount of materials we use it could 
be a little more or less. 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

Email: ashleygilreath@live.com 
Website: ashleygilreath.com 


