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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Exploring the Painterly Aspects of Screen Printing - Screen as Brush 
 
Screen printers use screens to create beautiful repeat patterns on fabric for multiple uses.  In this workshop 
participants will discover unique ways to use the screen printing process to build surfaces in a more painterly 
way.  The class will begin learning how to build a screen for printing (there will be ready made screens for 
purchase as well).  We will explore printing using simple resists/stencils on the fabric surface as well as on the 
screen to built layers of imagery and one-of-a-kind compositions.  We will move on to the use of the photo 
emulsion process so that greater complexity of image can be obtained.  Participants will also explore painting 
directly on the screens before printing which will take advantage of watercolor and silk painting techniques.  
Materials to be used will be 100% natural fabrics, fabric paints and fiber reactive dyes.  Participants can explore 
using white or light colored fabrics and will also have the opportunity to dye fabric before printing as well.  This 
class will give students the chance to explore the creation of unique fabrics for various uses but also to create 
successful compositions on the surface of the cloth which can be further developed and enhanced with surface 
embellishments and/or quilting.  I have loved working this way and discover new ways of application, which have 
changed my work my art over the years.  This class is open to all levels and will offer something for everyone 
looking for new ways to explore the screen printing process. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! If you have any blank silk screens please bring them with you if travel allows. 
! Any 100% natural fabrics i.e. *cotton, canvas, linen, *silk, etc. that is pre-washed and either white, beige 

or light in color.  Size should be at least one yard.  Please note that over the week we will most 
likely use at least 4 to 5 yards of fabric and some fabrics will be available for purchase from 
the supply store or myself.  My favorite fabrics to use are 7 oz lightweight canvas, cotton 
sateen and fuji silk broadcloth.  I will have these fabrics with me. 

! *Scissors for both paper and fabric and gloves to protect your hands from dyes 
! Stickers like those used for labeling boxes or price tag stickers 
! Rotary cutter (studio has self healing boards) 
! Clear plastic quilters ruler which is 18 to 24 inches long if you have one 
! One box of both Saran Wrap and wax paper and one roll of clear contact paper (Contact brand) 
! Couple of yards of cheese cloth 
! Old nylon stockings you don’t mind cutting up 
! Masking tape in at least three sizes i.e. *1/2”, 3/4”, *1” and anything larger 
! Any beads and/or decorative threads that you may have in your collections for discussing further 

embellishment of work. 
! Sewing machine which does zig zap plus thread for further embellishment of the work. If you can travel 

with and own one. The studio does have some machines.  
! One to two large rolls of *duct tape (3M is best) for making screens.  Other materials will be made 

available for you. 
! Any type of items you may have in your collection of things which are flat.  Some examples and flat 

wooden shapes like you can get at Michael’s, washers, paper clips, etc. 
! Bubble wrap if you have some.  I will bring this also. 
! Six *1 inch black form brushes plus any other watercolor brushes you may have. 
! *Spray bottle 
! Please note:  If you have any problems, Christine brings extra of everything on the list. 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 



All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $65.00-$180.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

2208 Rolling Meadows Drive 
Greenville, SC 27858-8790 

252-551-5516 
252-412-1043 

zollerc@ecu.edu  
 


