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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this workshop, we will be creating medium-large scale ceramic sculptural forms that consider the concept of 
self identity, pulling visual cues to tell stories that we tell ourselves about ourselves. Like the material, terracotta 
(our primary medium), we are porous and absorbent of our felt life experiences. Also like terracotta, we are the 
perfect vessels for potential and growth. Existing through the 90s in the US, no matter who you are, the 
phenomena of Chia Pets is embedded in the background of memories, as seen on shelves in the store or a 
consistent flash on the TV. Creating our own projections of selves in three-dimensional form could be thoughtful 
and therapeutic, but mostly rewarding to see actual growth day by day. Through shared tips and tricks in building 
large, students will gain a broader understanding of handbuilding and consideration of incorporating mixed 
media. First, we will create maquettes of desired forms and strategize how to build it large. A vast majority of the 
time will be dedicated to working on a sculpture or 2 in class, with an occasional break or 2 to venture in the 
Great Smoky Mountains to gather other growing mediums and get a breath of fresh air.   
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! *Wire tool 
! *Cutting tool (fettling knife, etc.) 
! *Serrated rib 
! Scoring tool. Looks like https://www.amazon.com/Tools-Retractable-Scoring-Pottery-

Ceramics/dp/B06XP5J9F8 
! *Metal rib 
! *Softer plastic ribs 
! Other desired personal *handbuilding tools 
! *Containers with lids to potentially bring back any additional glaze or slips 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
 
Students should consider bringing packaging materials (bubblewrap, newsprint, etc.) to transport 
pieces home.  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $75.00-$195.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

Xia.y.zhang@gmail.com 
www.xiayzhang.com 

 


