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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This workshop is designed for those interested in taking handmade sheets of paper and creating 3-D forms. By 
learning several different armature techniques, the forms will be unique and tailored towards the specific 
interests. Students do not need prior papermaking skills to be successful in the class — an introductory 
demonstration on pulling sheets will kick-off the week. The pulps will primarily be overbeaten flax & abaca — for 
their strength, translucency, high shrinkage rate and they quickly take to natural dyes. Additional pulps will be 
discussed through samples, handouts, side lectures and video clips. 
 
Armatures will be built from steel wire, vines, garden hoses, bicycle tires to name a few - a variety of techniques 
will be demonstrated throughout the week to encourage exploration and permitting the materials guide the form. 
The process is very much an action art and your vision will shift with object. It’s an art experience that is 
controlled and uncontrolled simultaneously.  
 
The class will take mini-walks together to forge around the grounds of Arrowmont as it will be autumn and there 
will be plants to prune, leaves to find and special sticks to incorporate into the forms. Students will learn how to 
cook down natural materials using soda ash and apply techniques that enhance/distort/preserve their natural 
beauty. Urban castaways from home are also welcome to create a personal attachment. The style each student 
brings will be highlighted in these forms as they are not only decided by the artist hand, but by the manipulations 
of the materials. Join this fun, free-form class that will have the buzz of a beehive.  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Pair of water resistant *gloves for protection from the dyes.  
! Pair of *safety glasses for working with wire. Each student MUST have a pair for safety of themselves and 

others in the classroom. 
! *Scissors (unless they fly, I will have some extra)  
! *Needle nose pliers — various sizes are helpful and one with a wire cutter built-in is great.  
! *Sketchbook / *journal with a few *pens/*pencils  
! Steel wire in 16, 18, 20 gauge — a variety is best  
! Any found objects they want to bring to possibility incorporate into a sculptural form. — keys, screws, 

nails, springs, beads, buttons, shells, jewelry, coins, rocks, fabric scraps, ribbons, twine, burlap, old 
clothes, thread, etc. 

! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$130.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

nicoleuzzell@gmail.com 
www.nicoleuzzell.com 

 


