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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
Welcome to Arrowmont’s Fox Canoe Building Class.  The Fox Canoe is a decked double paddle canoe. Paddled 
like a kayak with a more open cockpit, it is intended for protected waters along the coast, for lakes and for those 
appealing backwaters and creeks you are always meaning to explore.  Fox is a grand boat for photography, 
fishing and canoe tripping with a dog or young child seated forward of the paddler. The Fox is 14’ 7” long with a 
30” beam and 80” cockpit and weighs just over 40 pounds.   The boat construction is stitch-and-glue with planks 
glued to length so the boat can be fully assembled during class time.  Paint and Varnish to be completed at 
home.  Each students leaves with their own boat and a deeper understanding of boat construction.  No boat 
building experience needed.  All levels are welcome. 
 
Monday through Friday you’ll work on your boat from 9 am until around 4:30 pm.  The studio will also be open in 
the evenings; this offers builders an opportunity to spend some extra time working on their boats.    While each 
student or group knows which boat is theirs, the process is a collective effort. Our focus in the studio will be a 
carefully choreographed balance were we combine learning, new skills and hands on building with the goal or 
having a fully built boat by the end of the class. We’ll also find time during our class to build simple double 
paddles using closet rods and scrap 4mm plywood.   We never lose sight of quality and always have fun.   
 
Once you get your boat home there will be some sanding and the painting and varnish work to do but you’ll leave 
Arrowmount with a fully built Decked Canoe and the skills needed for the last simple steps.  
 
Don’t overlook the fact that the end of class you’ll have a boat to transport. The Fox is a simple boat to car-top. 
You’ll need sturdy cross bars, tie down straps and line for the bow and stern tiedowns. Some sort of padding for 
the crossbars is a good idea as well. Heavy pipe wrap works well.   
 
The attached tool list is just a suggestion. I have a blog post at www.billthomasmaker.com/blog/news that might 
be helpful when choosing the tools you’ll bring to class. I look forward to meeting you and our weeks of boat 
building together.  
 
Please touch base if you have any questions. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 
The attached tool list is just a suggestion, if you want to use your own tools.Many students have their own tools 
and like to bring them for class.  Arrowmont does have a fine collection of tools for you to use. I also bring tools 
for students to use as well. Please touch base if you have any questions about what you might need in class. I 
have a blog post at www.billthomasmaker.com/blog/news that might be helpful. I look forward to meeting you 
and our weeks of boat building together. 
 
Again, please touch base if you have any questions. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Bill Thomas 
bill@billthomaswoodworking.com 
207.676.4049 
 

! Safety goggles or *safety glasses 



 

 

! *Ear protection 
! Respirator 
! Combination Square 
! 13oz or smaller hammer 
! Back saw or Japanese Dozuki saw 
! ½” and 1” chisels 
! Block plane. This is a tool we’ll use a lot and it’s nice to have a good one. Look at the Lie-Nielsen, Veritas 

or the Stanley 60 ½.   
! 16’ tape measure 
! 6” steel pocket rule 
! 12- 3” C clamps 
! 12- 2” pinch clamps 
! Metal file 
! Pliers 
! Small cordless drill 
! 5 1/16” drill bits 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $1510.00-$1535.00 
 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Fox kits: $1,485 each. This includes all supplies and parts needed to build each boat and the paddles.  Bill will 
provide these. Arrowmont will collect the material fee. 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

bill@billthomaswoodworking.com 
207.676.4049 


