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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Traditional Woven Fish Creel or Women’s Purse Basket.  Choose from two different basket sizes and functions 
based on a creel basket made by the instructor that is in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian America Art 
Museum. Weave a fish creel, 6” x 12" x 8”, or a purse, 4” x 8” x 5”. Also, choose from either Appalachian white 
oak or Maine black ash splints to weave your basket. Students will be introduced to the fundamentals of how to 
split, shape and process splints from a harvested tree but supplied with enough prepared weavers and materials 
to complete the basket in the three-day class. With either choice, you will weave on a mold that allows you to 
create a precise shape, more quickly than an open form basket. You’ll make finishing elements such as a cherry 
wood or leather lid and shoulder strap for your basket. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 
➢ *Craft scissors 
➢ *Awl 
➢ Pliers 
➢ *Sandpaper 120-220 grit 
➢ Sharpened pocket or paring knife suitable for carving and whittling hard wood 
➢ *#2 pencil 
➢ *Tape measure 
➢ *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
➢ *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $100.00-$120.00 to be paid to instructor via check or cash 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor               
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

202 Beaucaire Ave. 
Camden, ME 04843 

205-388-0610 
billyrsims@yahoo.com 

www.billyraysimsbaskets.com 
 
 


