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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this course, we will create outdoor or indoor abstract sculptures. We will begin with a design session and 
demonstrations, followed by studio time to make finished creations. We will utilize multiple types of steel in order 
to learn how to safely and properly tack and weld.  The metal will be provided on site.  Students will be working 
mostly outside.  Students need to be physically fit enough to work in the heat and use multiple types of hand 
tools. No previous experience is required, but any experience working with tools or metal will help the student 
progress quickly through the workshop.  This workshop is especially built for beginning welding participants. 
Clothing and awareness of surrounding is crucial when working with tools.  Make sure to tie back hair, bring a 
welder’s cap if you have one, where only cotton, leather or non-flammable fibers. Avoid wearing dangling jewelry, 
rings, bracelets during the workshop. Safety, technical skills, and designing a work that you can be proud of are 
the main focuses of this workshop.  Let’s have some fun making! 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Leather boots:  Work boots are preferred. Cowboy boots are often slick on the bottom, so choose boots 
with a good footing; leather shoes can work if this is the only available option- avoid plastic on the shoes 
or shoelaces. Cotton and leather are best. 

! Jeans: cotton- avoid added polyester or spandex; length- covering boots- avoid frayed edges at bottom of 
jeans. 

! T-shirts: Long sleeve and short sleeve.  We will sweat and possibly stain the material.  Cotton t-shirt only.  
Jean shirts work as well. Avoid synthetic fibers. 

! Safety glasses: Well-fitted to face or able to cover prescription glasses 
! *Pencils and *Sharpie Marker: Used for design 
! *#11 Xacto knife and *blades: Used for design 
! Adjustable Shade Auto-Darkening Welding Helmet: This is not required, but highly recommended; we will 

have helmets to share. However, if you plan to weld again, it would be worth having your own helmet. 
Here is a cheap option: Harbor Freight option: Chicago Electric Welding- Item#46092.  If you want a 
forever hood, I’d suggest buying your helmet from a welding shop (Make sure to get Auto-Darkening) 

! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $80.00-$175.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

lselden@sfasu.edu 
www.seldenart.com 

 


