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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Explore the fascinating art form of marbling on paper, where dazzling prints are made, essentially (and 
magically), from pigment floating on liquid! You will learn traditional pattern techniques, along with endless 
possibilities for invention, improvisation, and experimentation. On the evening of the first day, after talking about 
the history of marbling and looking at examples, we’ll begin with the basics of preparing the marbling bath, and 
adding mordant to our paper. I’ll instruct you in making two combs, a rake, and both broom corn and synthetic 
whisks. While our rakes dry and the glue sets up, I’ll show you how to mix your paints, allowing you to create an 
array of colors in your own unique palette. From there, I’ll demonstrate stones patterns with whisks, using a 
wetting agent, working with a stylus, using droppers and pipettes, printing on a variety of papers (including found 
papers), and using an atomizer. After trying your hand at those techniques, when your rakes and combs are 
ready, I’ll be excited to show you some traditional patterns such as Gel Git, Zebra, and Nonpareil. I’ll then share 
with you the magic of using frisket film as well as paper to create custom stencils, and an introduction to the 
gorgeous effects of overmarbling. Finally, you’ll have the option learn two simple accordion and pamphlet book 
structures in which to feature your newly marbled papers. You’re sure to create some amazing papers that you’ll 
love to take home.  
 
Our class will be active and fast paced, in hopefully a relaxed and fun way. Expect to spend most of the day on 
your feet, and to do some bending, stirring, and light lifting. Wear comfortable shoes that can withstand drips of 
paint and methocel, that won’t easily slip if you step on a slick spot. I like wearing comfy athletic shoes with good 
traction when marbling. Dress for a mess!  
 
Please let me know of any physical limitations you may have, and we can talk about ways to ensure that the class 
is accessible and fun for you. If you are traveling by airplane and there are items that you aren’t able to bring, let 
me know. I’m happy to purchase them and you can reimburse me. I look forward to sharing the possibilities for 
inventive marbling with you. Please don’t hesitate to reach out, should you have any questions! 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! *Apron 
! *Sketchbook for note taking 
! *Pencil 
! Folding drying rack 
! 6 wide mouth glass pint jars 
! 6 glass jelly jars 
! 1 large pack (approximately 250) baby wipes 
! 100 pack of latex or vinyl gloves 
! *#11 xacto knife with approximately 10 extra blades 
! 3 old toothbrushes 
! 1 mouth atomizer 
! 1 stack of newspapers about 8” high 
! *Scissors for cutting paper 
! *Bone folder (paper folding tool) 
! *Light duty book binder’s awl 
! Pack of 50 wooden clothespins 
! *12” ruler 
! *Self-healing cutting mat if you can travel with it 
! Yard stick if you can travel with it  
! *½” chip brush for applying glue 
! *About 4 small ¼” round soft bristle paint brush  



! *6-8 plastic squirt bottle with lid (similar to a condiment bottle) 
! Vintage books, paper ephemera, maps, magazines for marbling on top of (without slick pages) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$190.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

921 Montrose Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37204 

615-294-5444 
lesleypatterson@bellsouth.net 
www.lesleypattersonmarx.com 


