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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
Students will explore color theory and how artists incorporate color to enhance both their designs and concepts 
as they learn to weave on both a floor and a frame loom.  We will also be exploring the natural environment 
around us as we learn natural dye techniques using cochineal, weld, indigo, brazilwood, cutch, black walnut, 
Himalayan Rhubarb, lac, logwood, pomegranate, Osage, marigold, madder and a few other materials. Students 
are encouraged to bring handspun yarn if they have it and for those who are interested in learning to spin, an 
assortment of spinning tools will beavailable with guided instruction. Students will create woven samples of color 
using a floor loom in order to discover how colors interact with one another optically as well as a woven 
composition using a variety of tapestry techniques on a frame loom. Students will be provided with a variety of 
resources for natural dyeing as well as some great weaving techniques to further expand their creative practice. 
We will also look at both historical and contemporary artists who examine color and composition in their work in 
addition to looking at a variety of historical accounts about color, dyestuff, and textiles in general. This class is 
ideal for those interested in expanding their conceptual approaches in weaving as well as learning more about 
color, natural dyeing, and woven structures.    
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! A total of 4 lbs. of yarn. This is the main material you will be working with, so I encourage you to think 
about VARIETY such as textured yarns, yarn blends, and yarn sizes (from laceweight to sport weight or 
from 3/2 to 20/2 weaving weights). Yarn can be a mixture of fibers such as silk/wool silk/alpaca, cottolin, 
etc., but NO synthetics such as nylon. We will be working with 16 natural dye plants. Each student will be 
able to dye up to 4 oz. of each color. So, you may want 2 oz. of wool and 2 oz. of silk that are dyed 
indigo. Mix and match and choose what you want to play with!  Dharma Trading has a wonderful variety 
of yarns in skeins that can be further divided into smaller skeins for dyeing. 

! ½ yard of the following pre-washed fabrics: *silk, wool, *cotton, linen (optional, but we will do a 
swap exchange after dyeing to build our dye sample library for those who are interested in 
dyeing fabric) 

! Drop spindle (optional) 
! Small camera (phone is perfect) 
! Fleece for spinning (optional) 
! *Notebook/*sketchbook (suitable for water-based media) & writing utensil 
! Handspun yarn—no synthetic blends (optional) 
! *Watercolors and *brushes  
! *Tapestry needle 
! *Sharpie marker 
! *Scissors 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $55.00-$125.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              



 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

1157 S Taylor 
Oak Park, IL 60304 

708-203-6843 
Margaret.leininger@icloud.com 
www.maggieleiningerart.com 

 


