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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this class we will have various projects assigned.  They will consist of both turned and carved assignments.  
Daily discussions will be held to address any problems, concerns as well as any successes.  We will start with a 
simple spindle project and work our way through bowl and hollow forms.  Students will then embellish these 
projects through the use of power carving to add motion and texture.  Pieces can be further enhanced with the 
use of pyrography and milk paint.  Students will learn proper tool control of both turning and carving tools.  We 
will discuss sharpening of various turning tools using the free hand grinding technique.  Final sharpening with the 
use of diamond hones. Since a good part of this class will focus on carving, it would be advantageous for 
students to have their own power carvers.  There should be two types of power carvers.  A flex shaft carver to 
accept ¼” burs with a larger motor and a smaller flex shaft power carver to accept 1/8” burs.  For the 1/8” burs, 
I like to use a micromotor.  I like the Foredom brand for these power carvers.  The wood studio should have 
some power carvers for students use if you don’t have any.  You may have to share though so if you are serious 
about carving I would recommend purchasing your own.  Bring whatever burs you may already have.  I will bring 
a set of burs for each student to either purchase or borrow.  These are the same burs I use for my own carving.   
We will also cover pyrography and milk paint to further enhance the pieces.  The book store sells milk paint in 
various colors so students can purchase milk paint there.  There should also be pyrography machines in the wood 
studio for student use. If you have your own, please bring it.  The wood studio is open until midnight.  Students 
often like to come back in the evening to practice or work on their projects.  I highly encourage students to take 
advantage of this as it’s a good way to bond with your classmate and help each other out.   
 
 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Power carver ¼” shaft 
! Power carver (micromotor or dremel) 1/8” shaft 
! Any turning tools you already own and can travel with. 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
The Arrowmont wood studio is well equipped for virtually any type of turning.  We are limited to specific types of 
tools and quantity needed for each class.  If you are a beginning student or are traveling light, we do have tool 
kits that contain basic tools such as:  bowl, spindle and roughing gouges as well as scrapers, skews and parting 
tools.  These kits are for student use. 
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $75.00-$100.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
The woodturning lab is one of the most advanced wood turning studios in the country. We are proud to have 
quality lathes for your use. The types of lathes are Oneway, Powermatic, Robust, Robust sit-down lathe, and Jet 
mini lathes. The spindle size for all the lathes are 11/4 x 8TPI except for the Oneway which uses a metric spindle 
33mm x 8TPI. All the lathes come equipped with an Oneway Stronghold chuck, drive centers, cup centers, steb 



centers, live centers, and other basic and essential items. The woodturning lab is not equipped with extra lathe 
accessories. You may wish to bring your own, which ever you choose is fine. 
 
The wood studio provides wood for each class as requested by the instructor. Our wood supply is of local 
indigenous woods. If you have access to wood in your area, and would like to bring your own to use or share 
with fellow classmates, please familiarize yourself with laws and regulations in bringing wood across state lines 
before doing so. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has requirements in place to help protect the 
environment locally and nationally that are regulated on federal and/or state levels.  
 
If you have any questions concerning the wood studio or tools, please feel free to call Heather Ashworth, wood 
studio technician, at 865-436-5860 ext. 39 or e-mail hashworth@arrowmont.org.   
 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor. 

 
     If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact information for your instructor: 

2441 Komo Mai Drive 
Pearl City, HI 96782-1058 

808-386-3566 
mike@leewoodart.com 
www.leewoodart.com 

 


