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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
In this workshop we will work on two pieces and do some tests with underglaze. We will work on a small head 
first. This demo is designed to use calipers and transfer measurements into form. Basically, we will use a 
model/figurine of an animal face/head, to study and measure to make out of clay. I would recommend we all 
work on the same one, which will be provided in class, unless you bring your own model to work from. (I will 
have a bear head) Second, we will use a simple pipe armature to make a larger animal. Once again, I will work 
off a model, but I would encourage you to source materials (pictures from various angles/toys/figurines etc…) for 
any animal you may choose to work on. The main technique is working solid and hollowing out. We will also 
cover details and refining of form. Because of time to make and dry and fire, these larger pieces may not be fired 
during the workshop.  
 
I would also like to do some tests with underglazes for making eyes during the workshop. We will bisque and 
glaze fire some test pieces. I will just bring some underglaze enough to do these tests. If you wish to use specific 
colors or use a lot of underglaze on your pieces, you may want to bring some just in case. Otherwise, I will 
provide some for the tests and smaller head piece.  
 
As for brushes, usually people have a random assortment lying around. If you do, bring a bunch. If you plan on 
buying brushes for this, please read description below. I use brushes as small as 20/0 for fine lines, and just 
about any paintbrush for applying joining slip and addressing seams. The bamboo brushes are good for most all 
ceramic processes.  
 
As for the list of materials to bring, I have labeled them ‘required’, ‘strongly recommended’, ‘optional’. The tool 
doesn’t make the artist. These sculptures can be made with the basic pottery toolkit. BUT, I do use the tools that 
I listed and use them in my studio practice for most every piece I make. Most are for detailing and refining the 
form. I will be using these in the demos and explaining why I choose different tools for different processes. You 
do not need to spend $100 getting all of the tools listed to participate in the workshop, but if you plan on working 
with small details or refining your work, this would be a good time to invest and get some hands on experience of 
how and when to use them. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! *Basic pottery toolkit (required):  Sponge, wire tool, ribbon tools, wood tool, metal rib, needle 
! Scoring tool (required):  *serrated rib, *needle tool, or *scratching tool 
! *Apron (optional):  if you like to wear one to keep clean 
! Any *wood tools you may want to use (recommended).  I use Kemper JA24 often in my work.  I like a 

variety of wood tools…bring any tool that you may want to use from your personal stash. 
! *Brushes (required at least one for slip/clay work and two for applying underglaze):  I recommend 

bringing a variety for underglazing and cleaning seams and detail work. Bamboo brush set of three is nice 
for underglaze: https://www.dickblick.com/products/bli ck-bamboo-brush/?clickTracking=true& 
wmcp=pla&wmcid=items&wmckw=05 412-9003&gclid=Cj0KCQjwrrXtBRCK ARIsAMbU6bGVTn7zLaLbUl-
b0tLnue 2_Xiq6ocsY_ErW7I3T5gjY-ILD9MLL fhoaAiqkEALw_wcB detail brushes are good for detail and on 
eyes: https://www.axner.com/detail-brush-set. aspx 

! *Fettling knife (required):  some sets come with these…if you don’t have any tools, I would recommend 
getting a pottery toolkit with a fettling knife in it. 

! *Mud Tools red rib (strongly recommend):  R0 or R1 Red soft rib (R0 is smaller than R1) either is fine. 
! *Mud Tools white sponge (strongly recommend):  Sherrill Finishing Mudsponge White 
! Wax carvers kit (strongly recommended):  I use these all the time...not entirely necessary to make work, 

but I will be using these in the demos and I highly encourage you to own a set of these you can pick up a 
set pretty cheap on amazon (under $9): SE DD312 12-Piece Stainless Steel Wax Carvers Set 



! Kemper wipe out tool (strongly recommended):  double-ended rubber detailing tool...I use this all the 
time for detail work 

! A knife or *x-acto blade (optional if you have fettling knife):  I use a knife for some parts of the 
process...I can share mine if you don’t have one or can’t bring it on the plane 

! *Wooden paddle:  Arrowmont may have some, if you have one you like/prefer, bring it along 
! *Mini ribbon tools (recommended):  these come in a set of 6 from kemper used for hollowing out more 

precisely, not required, but they are nice to have and I will use these in the demo 
! *Spray bottle if you can travel with one 
! Source materials (required):  please bring pictures from different angles of animals you wish to work 

on...the more the better ALSO, if you have any figurines or toys or models of an animal you wish to work 
on, bring it/them...we can use measurements and form for helping throughout the making process 

! *Containers with lids to potentially bring back any additional glaze or slips 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to and from Library computers) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
 
Students should consider bringing packaging materials (bubblewrap, newsprint, etc.) to transport 
pieces home.  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$145.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
The material fee in this course includes an armature stand to build on. Students will need to make 
plans to travel home with an armature that measures approximately 12 x 24 at the base.  
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

222 Wethersfield Ave. FL2 
Hartford, CT 06114 

570-582-8411 
Matthewdercole.art@gmail.com 

www.matthewdercole.com 
 


