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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
I want to invite students to explore the expressive side of concrete by experimenting with a variety of techniques 
and then selecting processes that resonate with their creative sensibilities.  I’ll be sharing techniques that I 
frequently use in both my public and personal artwork including: 

-  Carving polystyrene with both hot and cold tools. 
-  Light-weight concrete systems. 
-  Adding metal elements for form and structural development. 
-  Installation systems. 
-  Modeling and carving concrete. 
-  Non-welded rebar armatures. 

Resulting pieces can be adapted for a variety of presentations formats including bas relief, free sanding 
sculptures, elements for totems, or hanging structures.   Metal components can be added to expand form 
development possibilities. 

We will be working on a personal scale, but you have to opportunity to combine elements to make a larger 
statement.  Your resulting sculpture could take the form of a totem with each element utilizing a separate 
technique or, after your hands-on experiences, select the process(es) you prefer to focus on a single piece.  

In addition to form development, we will also explore a variety of methods of coloring concrete using stains and 
integral color as well as surface treatment options with stamping, carving, and modeling. 
 
Experience in working with concrete or creating armatures is not a prerequisite.  I’ll be working with each student 
individually to help guide you in the direction that interests you most.   
 
The design process will be part of the discussion.  Visual presentations and handouts will provide the information 
needed to duplicate these techniques once you’re back in your own studio.   
 
MATERIALS LIST  
NOTE:  I will send out an image of these items fall 2019 to help people easily recognize the requested tools. 
 

➘ 6-8 images of personal work on a thumb drive…this does not need to be concrete work.  Woodworking, 
fiber art, painting…these will be used for a workshop presentation to see ‘who is in the room’. 

➘ *Sketchbook. 
➘ File of inspirational imagery, if not already in sketchbook. 
➘ 1-2, 12 – quart plastic tubs with rounded corners for mixing. 
➘ *Dust Masks 
➘ *Scissors – sharp but okay to get dirty 
➘ *Eye protection 
➘ 18” or 36” straight edge 
➘ Tape measure 
➘ True square 
➘ *Plastic spray bottle 
➘ Lineman pliers  
➘ Angle wire cutters (optional) 
➘ Long nose, straight cut, aviator shears (optional) 
➘ Needle nose pliers 
➘ Concrete trowels-margin, flat (optional) 



➘ Well fitting, *leather gloves 
➘ *Apron-or be good with getting dirty 
➘ *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
➘ *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $80.00-$175.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

3375 Fairfield Pike 
Bell Buckle, TN 37020-4206 

(931) 389-9649 
sherriartstudio@aol.com 

swhartstudioinc.wordpress.com 
 


