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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
Explore how to design and create your own unique re-purposed altered books. Learn the technical skills involved 
in altering found objects and existing book forms to create unique new sketchbooks, journals and artist’s books. 
Investigate how to turn vintage books into reimagined objects such as looms. The class will cover basic 
bookmaking techniques and structures including the coptic stitch, the long stitch and flag book binding methods. 
Ideas will be investigated about how to create your own one-of-a-kind artist's books that marry form and content 
for a distinctive expression.  
 
We will make books out of the objects and papers that you bring, so bring things you want to work with. We can 
make books out of many vintage or found objects. This can include not only hard cover books but also cigar 
boxes, vintage cabinet card photos, playing cards, puzzles, game boards, game ephemera, yardsticks and much 
more. They can be enhanced with many other things such as found papers, maps, old recipe cards, thread, 
polaroids, vintage textiles, old photos, buttons, ribbons, coins, etc. Look for books with interesting covers, but 
don’t discount the illustrations and images that may be usable inside the book as well. Vintage children’s books 
are a great source for interesting altered book covers. There are lots of size, embellishment, and material 
exploration options, as I want you to create the books that you will enjoy making, using, and giving. Bring any 
found items or materials you want to experiment with.  
 
Please feel free to email me if you have questions about what types of books or objects to bring! 
killerbeedesigns@gmail.com 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Hard Cover Books to be repurposed as altered books and other found objects to make books out of: cigar 
boxes, puzzles, old yardsticks, etc. 

! Coordinating binding thread for books: *Embroidery Floss, Perle Cotton, or *Waxed/Unwaxed Linen 
Thread. You can use natural/beige linen thread for all projects if you wish. 

! Self-healing cutting mat any size you already have or can bring if you are travelling. (18" x 24" is a nice 
minimum size if you are buying new) 

! *Mechanical pencil 
! *Bone Folder (Can be plastic, bone, teflon, etc.) 
! *Scissors 
! *Awl for punching holes in paper (Can be found in sewing areas in stores). You could also use a ceramic 

needle. 
! Small Glass or Plastic Container (with tightly fitting lid) for glue, can be recycled food containers 
! *Utility Knife and *blades. If you are flying and not checking a bag, I will have a few extra you can 

purchase if needed. 
! *X-acto knife and *blades. If you are flying and not checking a bag, I will have a few extra you can 

purchase if needed. 
! Interior Book Paper: We will have white sketch paper for you to work with, but you may want found or 

decorative papers as well. You could use bristol board, watercolor, decorative, recycled, old maps, 
cardstock, etc. Note: Each piece of paper will be folded in half and sewn in the middle of the folio. The 
number of pages you use depends upon your needs and the thickness of the paper. 

! Exterior and End Sheet Book Papers: You will need assorted decorative papers to coordinate with the 
exteriors and end sheets of the books. This can be decorative paper, vintage paper, washi, or 
scrapbooking paper. 

! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 



All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$120.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Students will purchase the following items from Naomi:  $3 curved needles; $2 Straight bookmaking 
sewing needles; $2 Rubber bands, wax, and template material. 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

106 S 8th Ave 
Pocatello, ID 83201-5301 

Work (208) 282-3527 
killerbeedesigns@gmail.com 
www.killerbeedesigns.com 

 
 


