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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Tools, Tooling and Materials List 
 
The class will focus on four topics: (1) penturning; (2) other mini lathe projects; (3) small scale stabilizing of 
turning blanks and (4) casting acrylic pen blanks.  The penturning section will include techniques such as 
modifying existing pen kits to provide fresh and unique styles of popular kits. Closed end pens, hidden or 
recessed clips, eliminating center- bands; casting pen blanks and making single barrel pens from some two barrel 
twist pens. The mini lathe (non-pen) projects will teach techniques for turning bowls, small boxes, spindles, bird 
houses, Christmas ornaments, shaving brushes and razor handles, jewelry such as bangles, rings, and pendants 
along with other similar projects. We will make several smaller mini lathe projects.  Small scale stabilizing of pen 
blanks and small blanks for other projects will be taught using vacuum chambers and Cactus Juice™ stabilizing 
resin. Dying the blanks will also be discussed and demonstrated. Finishes for these projects will also be discussed 
and used. Pen blanks casting will include Worthless Wood™ using Alumilite® resin and snake skin blanks using 
an epoxy clear casting resin. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Lathe tools such as skews, roughout gouges, spindle gouges, bowl gouges, parting tool, and any other 
tool regularly used by the student. 

! CA for finishing and gluing tubes 
! 6 slimline kits including 7mm drill bit and bushings 
! 4 Sierra pen kits (or clones such as the monarch, aero, Gatsy, elegant sierra) with drill bit (27/64) and 

bushings 
! Two rollerball or fountain pen kits with bushings and drill bits and blank squaring capability 
! Any finishing supplies if not using CA 
! Two or three other kits such as razors, shaving brushes, ice cream scoops, bottle stoppers etc. including 

drill bits, bushings and blanks 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
For simplicity, once the class gets closer, we will conduct a group buy to help you with any of the 
above items you may not already have.  We will send out an order form and you can select what you 
want, then we will place one large order to get the best pricing and have everything shipped to the 
school, ready for you.  Payment for these items can be made during class. 
 
All wood (including burl caps and spalted wood), resins, items to cast, mold materials, and dyes are included in 
the material fee. 
 
If you have any questions or need clarification on anything on this list, please do not hesitate to let us know!  
This is YOUR class and we want to make it everything you want it to be! 
 
*The Arrowmont wood studio is well equipped for virtually any type of turning.  We are limited to specific types 
of tools and quantity needed for each class.  If you are a beginning student or are traveling light, we do have tool 
kits that contain basic tools such as:  bowl, spindle and roughing gouges as well as scrapers, skews and parting 
tools.  These kits are for student use. 
 
 



 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $195.00 (in addition to the above list) 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
The woodturning lab is one of the most advanced wood turning studios in the country. We are proud to have 
quality lathes for your use. The types of lathes are Oneway, Powermatic, Robust, Robust sit-down lathe, and Jet 
mini lathes. The spindle size for all the lathes are 11/4 x 8TPI except for the Oneway which uses a metric spindle 
33mm x 8TPI. All the lathes come equipped with an Oneway Stronghold chuck, drive centers, cup centers, steb 
centers, live centers, and other basic and essential items. The woodturning lab is not equipped with extra lathe 
accessories. You may wish to bring your own, which ever you choose is fine. 
 
The wood studio provides wood for each class as requested by the instructor. Our wood supply is of local 
indigenous woods. If you have access to wood in your area, and would like to bring your own to use or share 
with fellow classmates, please familiarize yourself with laws and regulations in bringing wood across state lines 
before doing so. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has requirements in place to help protect the 
environment locally and nationally that are regulated on federal and/or state levels.  
 
If you have any questions concerning the wood studio or tools, please feel free to call Heather Ashworth, wood 
studio technician, at 865-436-5860 ext. 39 or e-mail hashworth@arrowmont.org.   
 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor. 

 
     If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact information for your instructor: 

Pens and Beyond 
Curtis Seebeck and Don Ward 

Curtis Seebeck  Curtis@TurnTex.com  512-738-0775  •  Don Ward  Don@RedRiverPens.com  940-224-
6949 

 


