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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
 This workshop will focus on using slips, terra sigillatas and glazes to create dynamic, colorful, and varied 
surfaces for ceramic vessels.  Ronan will demonstrate layering of slips, underglazes, terra sigillatas and slip 
trailing to create dynamic, textured, and patterned backgrounds for further enhancement with glazes.  Relying 
primarily on abstract images and patterns, students will create vast worlds of information and narrative within a 
frame of functional vessels.  Teresa will focus on slip transfer from paper to pot. She will demonstrate reverse 
painting colored slips onto newsprint to create lively and colorful images and backgrounds to be printed onto 
leather hard vessels.  Post bisque, Teresa’s demonstrations will involve minimal glazing and using various washes 
as surface treatments for firing in an electric/oxidation kiln. 
 
 Both instructors will use red earthenware clay and fire in an electric kiln in the cone 1-2 range. Wheel 
throwers and hand builders alike will gain knowledge and approaches to dynamic ceramic surfaces, and this 
workshop is best suited to individuals with some experience with clay, being able to center and throw at least 2 + 
pounds of clay, and/or comfortably and confidently hand build vessel forms. 
 
 We will focus on smaller, simpler forms, including cups, mugs, bowls, and plates to create canvases to 
experiment with demonstrated techniques.  Forming demonstrations will primarily be conducted on the potter’s 
wheel, including throwing, trimming, altering and assembling any more complicated forms requested by students.  
That being said, participants should have taken classes before this workshop which cover the basics of the 
potter’s wheel, and students should be comfortable forming cylinders and bowls in order to take advantage of the 
demonstrated surface techniques.  Hand builders will benefit from all of the surface techniques and both Teresa 
and Ronan have some handbuilt forms in their repertoires which can be demonstrated, but initial demonstrations 
will focus on using the potters wheel for vessel construction.   
 
 We will discuss source material for decorations and different forms of mark making to convey certain 
ideas and sensibilities.  Students should come ready to experiment and be patient with themselves and others as 
we explore building up interesting and exciting ceramic surfaces!   It is recommended that participants bring 
lidded containers for doling out any remaining slips, terra sigillatas, and glazes at the end of the workshop (4-5 
containers quart size or smaller should be plenty to cart home any leftover materials).   
 
 We will aim on doing at least 1 glaze firing during the workshop, and also focus on getting all of the work 
made at least through a bisque firing for safe transportation home.  We won’t have time for high production due 
to the time involved in the decorating processes, but we anticipate everyone getting anywhere from 2-10 pots 
through the glazing and firing cycle in our 1-week workshop.    
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 
 Required: 

! General Pottery Tools: *Sponge, *Cut off Wire, *Trimming tools, *Wooden Ribs 
! Mud Tools: *Red and *Yellow kidney shaped medium or *small ribs 

 Optional: 
! *Chip Brushes (hardware store cheap brushes, 1” and 2”).   
! Red Bulb Slip Trailer 

https://www.highwaterclays.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=product.display&product_ID=4095&ParentCat=24
9 

! Xiem Precision Applicator Set 3oz. (or other *fine gauged slip trailers) 
https://www.highwaterclays.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=product.display&product_ID=5131&ParentCat=24
9 



! *Bamboo Calligraphy Brushes, multiple sizes 
! *Mudtool Most Absorbent Mudsponge. 

https://www.highwaterclays.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=product.display&product_ID=6105&ParentCat=43
6 

! Short Stiff Bristle Brushes. https://www.michaels.com/princeton-art-and-brush-co-realvalue-natural-and-
synthetic-brush-set/D015532S.html#start=23 

! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $75.00-$160.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

Ronan’s Information 
Cell 919-225-6160 

peterson.ronan@gmail.com 
www.ninetoespottery.com 

Teresa’s Information 
1807 Conley Ridge Road 
Bakersville, NC 28705 

Cell 919-450-7236 
tapietsch@gmail.com 

www.teresapietsch.com 
 
 
 


