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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
We perceive distance and depth from our eye’s point of view. A photograph or painting gives us that impression 
on a 2D surface with variations in colors and tonal qualities. However, to create the same sensation of distance in 
a shallow depth or relief we need to “fool our eyes.”   I will help you understand and create perspective in a 
shallow 2” depth of carving.  Preliminary exercises include a layout of a basic shape, such as a pyramid, a box, or 
a cylinder with two and three vanishing points, on a ¾” x 5 x 5 basswood (linden/lime-wood) block for carving in 
a shallow relief.   You will design your own main project (or choose from ideas I’ll bring). Your ideas may be 
abstract (receding curves/angles/spirals) or representational (figurative/buildings/nature) showing a view in 
perspective. By using techniques of undercutting shapes and moving directional lighting over the work you’ll see 
the illusion of depth and distance. The project size is approx. 2”x10”x10” in Alder wood but if you decide on 
another wood, please ask me first about your choice. If needed you may use clay (provided) to assist in 
understanding how a shape may look before carving in wood.  
 
Beginners will learn safety techniques, sharpening, care and handling of carving gouges and power carving tools 
like rotary and reciprocating carvers. Intermediate and advance students are encouraged to explore further 
challenges in their craft which we will discuss individually.  
Open to all skill levels. 
 
Please contact me with any questions about the class, sabiha@chrysaliswoodworks.com or 404-387-1927. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

➢ Soft leather gloves (optional). Always close-toed shoes in class. 
➢ *Sketch book/*drawing paper, *pencils, *utility knife, *erasers, *tracing paper, *black (graphite) transfer 

paper, clear flexible ruler, *straight edge. 
➢ Bring ideas/images for carving. 
➢ Your own carving tools and accessories if preferred. 
➢ If you wish to paint/stain your finished carving, bring DE-Waxed shellac as sealer and paints (possibly 

appropriate for intermediate/advance students). 
➢ *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
➢ *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $50.00-$75.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

(404) 387-1927 
sabiha.ww@gmail.com 

www.chrysaliswoodworks.com 
 


