
Woodworking  
Andy McFate 
June 16-22, 2019  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This workshop introduces students to the basics of green woodworking and chair making through the lens of 
the iconic chair popularized in Jeannie (John) Alexander’s 1978 classic book, Make a Chair from a Tree. 
Participants learn to design and build chairs using simple tools, time-tested techniques and material taken 
straight from a freshly felled log. You will split, shave, bend, and assemble a post and rung chair and weave a 
seat of shaker tape. Discussions include styles and design as well as the place of the hand tool workshop 
within modern making. If time allows, demonstrations will include sharpening and working with hickory bast as 
a seat material. Open to all skill levels, though prior experience is helpful. Note: Splitting stock and sitting at a 
shaving horse for long hours can be physically demanding. In order to complete a chair in five days, long 
hours will be necessary.  
You should expect to spend part of each evening in the studio. The weekly schedule will be as follows:  
Sunday: introductions  
Monday: AM - Split parts from a log, PM - Shave rungs  
Tuesday: AM - Shave front and rear legs, PM - bend rear legs  
Wednesday: AM - Shave and bend back slats, PM - Chop slat mortises  
Thursday: AM - Turn rung tenons, PM - bore rung mortises  
Friday: AM - Assembly, PM - seat weaving  

MATERIALS LIST—this is a list of tools we will be using in class. All are optional! 
! Drawknife--Barr’s chair makers or equivalent. Knife must be oriented bevel down and be sharp!  
! Flat bottom and curved bottom spokeshave--Lie Nielsen’s boggs shaves, Stanley/Record, or equivalent  
! Boring brace or hand brace—any source, nothing fancy  
! Marking gauge—any source, nothing fancy  
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers)  
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired  

This list of tools is optional! Arrowmont is providing all of the above tools for this workshop, but 
if you have your own, you are welcome to bring them.  
 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
The Arrowmont wood studio is well equipped for virtually any type of turning. We are limited to specific types 
of tools and quantity needed for each class. If you are a beginning student or are traveling light, we do have 
tool kits that contain basic tools such as: bowl, spindle and roughing gouges as well as scrapers, skews and 
parting tools. These kits are for student use.  

MATERIALS FEES: $75.00-$100.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class. In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual 
class basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of 
students in the class. Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.  

The woodturning lab is one of the most advanced wood turning studios in the country. We are proud to have 
quality lathes for your use. The types of lathes are Oneway, Powermatic, Robust, Robust sit-down lathe, and 
Jet mini lathes. The spindle size for all the lathes are 11/4 x 8TPI except for the Oneway which uses a metric 
spindle 33mm x 8TPI. All the lathes come equipped with an Oneway Stronghold chuck, drive centers, cup 
centers, steb centers, live centers, and other basic and essential items. The woodturning lab is not equipped 



with extra lathe accessories. You may wish to bring your own, which ever you choose is fine.  
 
The wood studio provides wood for each class as requested by the instructor. Our wood supply is of local 
indigenous woods. If you have access to wood in your area, and would like to bring your own to use or share 
with fellow classmates, please familiarize yourself with laws and regulations in bringing wood across state lines 
before doing so. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has requirements in place to help protect the 
environment locally and nationally that are regulated on federal and/or state levels.  

If you have any questions concerning the wood studio or tools, please feel free to call Heather Ashworth, 
wood studio technician, at 865-436-5860 ext. 39 or e-mail hashworth@arrowmont.org.  

Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the 
instructor.  

If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact information for your instructor:  
828-768-2689  

andrew.mcfate@gmail.com 
mcfatefurniture.com  


