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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
It was only after being a woodworker for many years that I came to instrument building.  It seemed like such an 
arcane field that I was cowed at first by the complexity, until my friend and fellow luthier said “It’s just wood 
working.  There is nothing in a guitar that you don’t already know how to do.  It is just a series of steps.”  I am 
thankful that he said that, because I have discovered a whole new method of work and a completely new 
dimension of wood through lutherie.  The idea that wood (a material I love) not only has a look and a feel and a 
smell but also a sound is enrapturing.  In this workshop we will be making perhaps one of the easiest 
chordophones to make:  a ukulele.  We will be using wood leftover from projects that I have been engaged in for 
the last several years (more on that later), thereby giving new life to scraps in the process of making playable 
ukuleles.   
 
If you are not a wood worker, DO NOT PANIC!  We will have time to learn all of the processes, and it is actually a 
really good way to learn a lot of wood working processes relatively quickly.  We will be thicknessing wood, 
bending it, and engaging simple jointery.  We will do a (very little) finishing, and we will end up with some fun 
little instruments.  Along the way we will share stories (and I hope songs).  Whether you are a woodworker that 
wants to try some new processes, a musician who wants to learn a little more about how to make the tools of 
that trade, or simply someone who is curious about wood-based making practices, I think you will be delighted 
with what we end up with.   
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! About 50 spring-type wooden clothes pins 
! If you want to make your uke out of wood you already have, bring that.  You can email me to find out 

how much material to bring.  Otherwise you can use what I bring, some of which might be a little weird. 
! If you think you’ll want to decorate your instrument with paint, dye, graphite, etc., you should bring that.  

This is not required, of course.  We’ll have some finish on hand. 
! 1 pack ukulele strings.  I like these:  https://www.amazon.com/Aquila-Concert-Ukulele-Strings-

Regular/dp/B076J7SG2Z/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1540920911&sr=8-
3&keywords=ukulele+strings+concert.  But any will do.  If you want to make a standard uke, buy 
“concert” sized strings.  If you want to build a tenor ukulele, you should get “tenor” sized strings.  There is 
no place to buy them close to Arrowmont, so make sure you have some. 

! At least 1 set of Ukulele Tuners (if you think you might build more than one, you can bring more than one 
set).  I have been known to harvest these off of old broken instruments, but if you are buying new I like 
these:   
https://www.stewmac.com/Hardware_and_Parts/Tuning_Machines/Ukulele_Tuning_Machines/Grover_Uku
lele_Tuning_Machines.html.    But these are way cheaper:  https://www.cbgitty.com/cigar-box-guitar-
parts/tuners/4pc-chrome-sealed-gear-soprano-ukulele-tuners-2l-2r/ 

! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $35.00-$65.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   



 
**A note on materials:  Because it is hard to judge how much fret wire we will be using, I am going to bring it 
and sell it to you individually by the piece.  I will also be bringing kerfing strips (more on that later too).  I 
appreciate cash for these items, though a check is ok too. Should be about $7.00 per instrument.  I just want to 
make sure that is not a surprise. 
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

mleona02@syr.edu 
www.zekeleonard.com 

www.SCFOIW.blogspot.com 
 


