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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Long Boro Class Description 
Boro is a Japanese term meaning something tattered or repaired. It often refers to the clothes that Japanese field 
workers wore and often dyed with indigo. These beautiful and evocative textiles were patched, stitched and 
layered with more fabric bringing to mind our own early patchwork quilts that were more for function than beauty 
but were still so beautiful. This will be the inspiration for the work we will do in this class but we will be using 
handmade papers instead of fabric. Our goal will be to create beautiful, layered and complex papers that can 
provide a new vocabulary for your individual artwork. 
 
Beating abaca, flax and cotton fibers into pulp, we will begin making sheets of handmade paper. These will be 
wonderful papers in and of themselves but they are our foundation and jumping off point. We will begin rusting 
some of our sheets as they come off the press while we dry other sheets. Making as much paper as we can 
during our first day will give us lots of materials to work with. The papermaking will go on most of the week 
as we start folding, pleating, stitching and waxing our papers in preparation for the indigo vat. These papers are 
all about layering techniques so we will be adding black walnut dye and pigments to the mix as well as wax 
resist, more stitching, pleating and folding, deconstructing and reconstructing. This is a class where there is no 
right or wrong results. 
 
Toward the end of the week we will explore ways to use our papers as we construct a small, table-top Japanese 
style screen. The concertina form of the screen will be a beautiful way to display our Boro-inspired papers.  
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Apron 
! *Notebook 
! *Scissors 
! *Sharpie Fine Point permanent marker 
! *E-Xacto with *spare blades 
! *Self-healing mat, not smaller than 18’ x 12” 
! Camera to document work, optional 
! *Rubber gloves 
! *Large sponge such as car washing sponge 
! Portfolio/container to take work home in 
! Personal letters or text you might want to print onto some handmade papers 
! Wear “studio cloths” including shoes for a wet area. 
! Any papers you may have to add to the mix. 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$150.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              



 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

1618 Cripps Rd 
Liberty, TN 37095-3856 

(615) 536-5151 
libertypapermaking@gmail.com 

www.claudialeepaper.com 
 
 


