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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
Carved, textured and colored areas added to wood planks, furniture, and lathe-turned objects can create great 
visual interest. We’ll use basic wood shaping techniques, carving (using micromotor powercarvers), pyrography 
(woodburning) and coloring techniques to transform plain wood surfaces into personalized canvases. Each new 
concept will be introduced through a lecture and demonstration, and the viewing of images of numerous 
examples of successful relevant work. The majority of our time onward will be spent doing hands-on 
experimenting and making.   
 
The main concepts that we’ll cover are basic design, wood shaping, powercarving, pyrography and coloring 
techniques. Students can combine the methods of their choice to create one or more finished art pieces. We’ll 
mostly use small, micromotor powercarvers with carving burrs for our carving needs. Those who wish to try 
making larger work can use angle grinders.   
 
Tools we’ll employ for shaping wood include micromotor powercarvers, saws (mostly the bandsaw), angle 
grinders, and many types of sanders (spindle-, disk-, edge-, and hand-held file-type).  
 
We’ll address finishing options for the surface of our shaped wood: texturing via carving or woodburning, color 
(paint, ink, bleach, surface burning) and clear finish options.  
    
This workshop is suitable for students of all skill and comfort levels. Students can choose which techniques to 
pursue and can ask for help in using saws or equipment that they find intimidating. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! *Pencils 
! *Eraser (pink gum-type) 
! *Black Sharpie marker 
! *Sketchbook/paper 
! Clothing for getting dirty in (short sleeves, or tight-fitting long sleeves) 
! Closed-toe shoes (they will get dusty) 
! *Dust mask or respirator (I prefer 3M 7500 series half facepiece dust and sanding respirator with 2071 

particulate filters.  Cost is about $30 and these are easy to find in hardware stores or online) 
! *Sandpaper sheets: 5 sheets each of these grits: 80, 100, 120, 180, 220, 320 (more can be bought at the 

Arrowmont store if needed) 
! *Eye protection 
! *Ear plugs 
! Optional: 4 – 6 images of your work to share with the class (email or bring on a thumbdrive) 
! Optional: photos/sketches of inspiration and project ideas 
! Optional: lathe-turned objects that you want to carve, texture or color 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $75.00-$110.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 



basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

Kristin.levier@gmail.com 
www.kristinlevier.com 

 


