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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
In this workshop students learn how to load and fire in Arrowmont’s newly built soda kiln. Participants should 
arrive with bisqued pots. Discussions include techniques to glaze, wad and position each piece in the kiln in 
anticipation of the flame’s affect. During class, students will focus on thrown and altered pieces with an emphasis 
on creating forms that will capture the path of the flame in specific ways. Open to all skill levels. 
 
October 20-26 Calendar of Events  
 
Sun, Oct 20: Overview, introduction to materials, demonstration: thrown and altered pieces, work (if time permits)  
Mon, Oct 21: Talk about glazes and slips. Slip and Glaze bisqued ware pieces that students bring for the firing 
Tues, Oct 22: Load Soda Kiln in the morning. Talk about the type of kiln, how it will fire, how to load the kiln, and 
how to wad each piece. We will be loading the bisqued pots that you brought with you. Please remember that the 
kiln will be split with the rest of the class so all of your pieces may not make it into the kiln. I would recommend 
bringing a wide range of sizes and shapes (cups, bowls, plates, pitchers, tumblers, small jars, et cetera). Start kiln 
with pilots. 
 
Note: if you have a glaze that you like to use in the soda kiln, you are more than welcome to glaze you work 
before arriving. A shiny white “liner” glaze will be provided for the class. 
 
Note: If you are able, please apply slip to your pots prior to bisqing them to bring in. Below are a couple of 
recipes I would recommend. If you are not able to apply these slips prior to arriving, a “bisque slip” will be 
provided during the class. 
 
Johnston Flashing Slip:  
Grolleg: 50 
Newmans Fireclay: 10 
EPK 10 
Nepheline Syenite: 30 
*Apply when pot is leather hard. Spray, brush, or dip. 
 
Bauer Flashing Slip: 
Borax 6.36 
EPK 46.82 
OM4 Ball Clay 46.82 
*Apply when pot is leather hard. Spray, brush, or dip. 
 
Wed, Oct 23: Fire Kiln. Continue to work in studio. Load bisque at night. Work must be dry! 
Thurs, Oct. 24: Allow soda to cool. 
Fri, Oct. 25: Unload Soda! Unload bisque. 
 
Please feel free to email me if you have any questions about the calendar of events or the workshop in general. 
Look forward to meeting you all! 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! *Fettling knife 
! *Rasp/Stanley surform shaver—yellow handle, can be purchased at most hardware stores 
! Wood paddle (if you have one) 
! *Plastic ribs—Mudtools brand is what I prefer to use 



! Bisque pots (with flashing slip applied) 
! *Trimming tools 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$140.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

(330) 687-1120 
Stuartgairceramics@gmail.com 

www.stuartgair.com 
 


