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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
The next time you look at a piece of artwork that you particularly admire, ask yourself why that is the case.  Does 
it remind you of a place or a person or a time in your life?  Does it elicit a certain feeling or emotion? Does it 
stimulate your senses?   
 
The qualities of the artwork that bring up these considerations is referred to as the narrative of the work.  Every 
piece of artwork has a narrative whether or not the artist intends it due to the fact that we, as humans, are hard-
wired to make sense of what we experience.  As an artist, I figure if the work is going to have a narrative 
anyway, I might as well keep this in mind and do what I can to forward this idea.  And as an artist (and just 
being a person), I also have things I want to “say” and communicate to others.  Of course, I can speak or write 
or act to communicate however I can also use my artwork to achieve this.  In doing so over time, I have found 
that this communication is often more focused and poignant when done visually. 
 
I have also found that while everyone has “things” they would like to say, it is not always the easiest task to find 
the means to say it in their artwork.  
 
This workshop will begin with the idea that we all have lots to say.  Given this, you will explore various ways to 
combine what you want to express with numerous materials, processes and procedures yielding a piece of 
artwork with the narrative you build in.  You will learn the use of many non-traditional materials such as concrete, 
metal clay, Faux Bone, rock-like paper-mache, epoxy putty, ultra-thin Plexiglas, resins and more.  You will also 
learn many ways of combining these materials with traditional materials and techniques as well as non-traditional 
methods of connection and technique.  A full range of cold connections such as riveting, tabbing, wrapping, 
folding, “stapling”, micro fasteners, as well as hot and “warm” connections including bezels, prongs, slots, and 
casting will be covered, to name just a few.  You will learn how to use cold molding techniques with silicone and 
polymer clay and incorporate these for use with metal clay, resins, epoxies, and polymer clay. 
 
Found objects will also be a focus in this workshop combining them with all the materials and techniques listed 
above.  Additionally, you will learn how to alter found objects in various ways to be able to integrate them into 
your narrative yielding an object that will express whatever it may be that you are trying to communicate. 
 
Along with the making of objects, you will also have an opportunity to write a bit about what it is you may want 
to express.  This writing is often useful in helping to sharpen your focus and enlighten your path and can occur 
before, during or after you are making. 
 
You can expect to leave this workshop with several finished pieces as well as numerous examples to take with 
you as references for future work. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! At least 2 packages polymer clay-any color 
! 2 sheets each of *wet/dry sandpaper, 220, 320, 400, 600 
! Found objects-virtually any sort of object even those that need cutting 
! *Acrylic paint-burnt umber, black, white 
! Metal clay if desired-torch fired only 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 



 
MATERIALS FEES: $50.00-$130.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

73 Bungay Rd 
Seymour, CT 06483-2429 

(203) 819-1446 
playcik@gmail.com 
www.fauxbone.com 

 


