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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
In this course, we will work collaboratively to build multiple large scale figures- human or animal or composite. 
Each student will be assigned one section of the body, and once everyone’s pieces are completed (by the 3rd day) 
we will work together to make a large figure out of these multiple parts. Through this process we will cover many 
different topics to consider when building at a large scale, such as internal and external armatures, propping, 
timing, etc.  
 
Once the figures are complete, we will cut them up to fit them into the kilns. During this part of the process, we 
will discuss how to create hidden seams, the practicality of having large scale work that comes apart into multiple 
sections, firing schedules for large scale work, etc.  
 
On our final day, we will put our figures together covering multiple possibilities, from stacking to epoxying- and 
the surface! The goal is to get these figures to a point where we will be able to apply cold surface treatments to 
them, and complete them. Regardless, I will cover many surface options such as house paint, oil paint, varnishes, 
graphite, stains, etc.  
 
This high energy course will cover so many things! You will leave with a greater understanding of how you can 
build pieces at any scale, regardless of the size of your kiln.  
 
Since this is a collaborative class, we will have to work together to decide what happens with the finished works. 
I would like for everyone to approach this class with an open mind, and an experimental approach. This class is 
about gaining knowledge and an experience, not necessarily about the physical object that you get to go home 
with. The real excitement starts when you return to your studio after the class! 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Any *clay modeling tools that you are comfortable working with. 
! If you have *paints, *paint brushes, or any cold surface materials you would like to use 
! *Sketchbook 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
Clay must be purchased on campus during class from the Supply Store. No outside clay is allowed in 
the studios to lessen accidents in kilns. Only requested clay(s) from Instructors will be available for 
student purchases.  
 
MATERIALS FEES: $60.00-$145.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.  
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

3301 Parkwood Ave. 
Richmond, VA 23221-3422 
connellak@appstate.edu 
www.andreakeys.com 


