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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
Students will learn how to cast metal in two distinct ways: cuttlebone casting and lost wax casting. A pendant, 
ring, or other small design of the student’s choice will be carved into the surface of the cuttlebone, creating a 
hollow cavity that will be filled with either ancient bronze or sterling silver. The metal will be poured directly into 
the mold with this process. Basic metal finishing will also be introduced at this point in the workshop, and 
students will learn how to clean-up their cuttlebone castings to completion. Next, students will learn how to carve 
a design from wax. Techniques for creating a signet ring from wax, or a similar-sized object of the student’s 
choice, will be demonstrated. After carving their design in wax, students will learn how to make a plaster mold of 
their design, which is then fired in a kiln to prepare it for casting. The wax is removed during the firing process 
(or ‘lost’) and the cavity is filled with molten metal during a centrifugal casting process. 
 
After students cast their rings or small object, they will have time to use the various tools and equipment to 
clean-up their casting and create a beautifully finished ring or small object. How to solder elements like jump 
rings and earring posts to castings will also be covered in this workshop. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! *Sketchbook for keeping notes and drawing out plans/ideas 
! *Writing utensil for taking notes and drawing plans/ideas 
! Cotton or leather apron (to protect clothes) 
! Safety goggles or *glasses 
! Dust Mask (N95 rated or higher) 
! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
 

All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $50.00-$130.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

studio@emily-cobb.com 
www.emily-cobb.com 

 


