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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Outline: Hand-woven Chair Caning: Most students will complete one weaving project during the week and some 
may be able to start a second project. The standard Seven Step weaving process will be supplemented with 
historical information, weaving chairs as business, and innumerable weaving tips/tricks that you just can't learn 
from a video or instructional manual. This class is designed for all levels: beginners will be able to take their 
knowledge and expand their skills at home, while intermediate students can enhance their skills or learn a more 
advanced daisy pattern. Must have moderate hand strength and no recent shoulder/arm/hand injuries. 
 
Students are responsible for bringing their own chairs or chairs can be provided by the instructor with advanced 
notice. Chairs should have holes drilled around the perimeter of the seat frame and be structurally sound with 
surface finished. 
 
Before Class: Because there are many shapes, sizes, and construction elements of a hand-woven caned chair, 
students should email instructor a photo of their project chair for approval. We can then have a conversation 
about common structural issues that should be addressed before weaving, whether at home or the first day of 
class. Ideally the chair should have less than 100 holes and no missing bits of wood. Curved panels, round seats, 
and recessed grooves under the chair are not ideal for a first project, but not impossible  
 

 
 

THESE SHAPES ABOVE ARE GOOD FOR FIRST CHAIR CANING PROJECT 
(NOTE: DAISY-BUTTON PATTERN ON RIGHT-HAND CHAIR IS AN INTERMEDIATE PROJECT) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



THESE SHAPES/SIZES BELOW ARE NOT GOOD FOR FIRST CHAIR CANING PROJECT 
 
 

 
 
 

NO CIRCULAR CHAIRS 
 

 
 

                       NO RECESSED HOLES UNDERNEATH                           NOT BROKEN THROUGH HOLES 
 
 

                               
 

NO CURVED PANELS 
 

During Class: 
(1) Instruction begins with a brief overview of the Seven Step Method, a introduction to class handouts and some 
history behind the cane material and pattern. 
(2) Introduction to tools, workstation setup and working with the material. We suggest working on a worktable 
while standing, but accommodations can be made for each student individually with ergonomics in mind. 

  



(3) Discussion of the common structural issues that afflict cane paneled chairs along with the appropriate repair 
methods. If any of the students missed seeing structural issues that would prevent them from being able to 
weave their chair, they will be addressed during this time. 
During Class (cont'd): 
(4) Choosing the proper size of cane material and why it matters. Each student sizes the cane for their chair. 
(5) Weaving Fundamentals leading to Step 1 of the Seven Step Method. Students begin the weaving process on 
their own chairs. 
(6) As a student finishes one step, the next step of the process will be demonstrated to the entire class. Everyone 
works at their own pace and everyone's chairs will be different. The demonstration of each new step will be 
reinforced by individual instruction as needed. The instructor and assistant try to prevent large weaving issues 
from happening, but small mistakes are how you learn. Anything is fixable, but momentum adds to the 
enjoyment of weaving. 
(7) Approximate Timeline: Day 1: Basics/Structural/Steps 1-3; Day 2: Step 4; Day 3: Step 5-6; Day 4: Finish 
Steps 5-6; Day 5: Step 7, Finishing, Wrap-up 
 
After class: If a student finishes their first project with class time remaining, they are welcome to start a new 
project or work on project chairs provided by the instructor. An additional material cost of $25 will apply for each 
new project that the student intends to take home. Students are welcome to ask for advice about future projects, 
purchase additional materials/tools or read chair books supplied by instructor. Students can pay material fees and 
settle up for any additional purchases. The instructor prefers cash/check, but accepts all cards. 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Laced Caned Chair Frame(s) – structurally sound, surfaced finished with holes drilled around the 
perimeter of the seat (Instructor can provide with advanced notice for approx $40) 

! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $35.00-$140.00 
Student will pay instructor for materials used. Approx $35/first chair + $25/second project + optional $40/chair if 
instructor supplies chairs. Brandy accepts cash, checks, or credit cards.   
 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   
 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

Conversation/Emails about Students 
Chair(s): Contact Silver River 
SilverRiverChairs@gmail.com 

828-707-4553 


