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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
  
Never fear the “blank canvas” again! This mixed-media workshop introduces an improvisational approach to 
creating collaged, painted, and embroidered images. Each day will be a mix of demos, short exercises, and 
working time. Students will develop a dialogue with materials, color, and texture, explore personal methods of 
making marks, and learn ways to find fresh, unexpected compositions. A range of fabric painting, fabric 
manipulation, and surface embellishment techniques will be covered (matte medium resist, couching, 
embroidered weaving, wrapping, gathering, trapunto, crochet, etc.), but experimentation using combinations of 
the most basic fiber processes will be key. We’ll look at examples of artwork by a range of artists to study the 
many different ways color, mark, and material can be used to create expressive images of our own. Though the 
week will be filled with experimentations and “quick” studies, there will also be ample time for students to 
develop a few pieces in greater detail. Students are encouraged to approach this workshop with the curiosity of a 
tinkerer and must be willing to take creative risks. No painting or fiber experience required. Open to all skill 
levels. If you have any questions, please email Erin: erin@erinecastellan.com 
 
MATERIALS LIST 
 

! Sewing threads, *embroidery floss, yarns.  Bring a variety of materials and colors to work with.  A scale 
range (some thinner and some thicker threads) is recommended to explore mark-making to its fullest 
potential. 

! Fabric – If you have a “stash”, bring what interests you to work with.  Lighter colored cottons are great, 
but also bring color, pattern, and texture. 

! *Scissors 
! *Sewing pins 
! 2 yd. *white cotton fabric, 36-45” wide 
! *Sketchbook or *note paper, *Pencil 
! *Acrylic paint – If you already own some, bring what you have. If purchasing, please bring a selection of 

primary colors (red, yellow, blue) plus white and black. 
! Totally optional if you are flying, but…any bit of trash/recycled/surplus material in your possession that 

inspires or intrigues you. (Think plastic bags, sequins, fabric trim, window screening, beads, wire, foam, 
old clothes…) 

! Crochet hook(s) — If you already own some, bring a small selection to work with. If purchasing, please 
bring 1 larger super chunky inexpensive plastic crochet hook. 

! *Embroidery needles 
! *Tapestry needle 
! Photos/inspiration images if desired 
! *Paint brushes - If you already own some, bring a small selection. If purchasing, please bring a few 

smaller round or flat brushes for painting with acrylics and at least one larger brush ~ 1” wide (Nothing 
fancy. This can be an inexpensive chip brush.) 

! *Padlock for your studio locker, if desired (For rent in the Supply Store for the week) 
! *Flash drive (to protect and save data to from Library computers) 

 
All Items marked with an “*” are available for purchase in the Supply Store  
 
 
MATERIALS FEES: $55.00-$125.00 
Materials fees will be charged for materials used in the studio and/or provided by instructors for use in the 
studio by the entire class.  In order to keep these fees as low as possible, fees are assessed on an individual class 
basis and may vary from class to class depending on the amount of materials used and the number of students in 
the class.  Materials fees are paid on the last day of class.   



 
Please be advised that above course description and materials list is written and approved by the instructor                                                              
 
If you have any additional questions about this class, below is the contact info for your instructor: 

erin@erinecastellan.com 
www.erinecastellan.com 

 


